
Salute! G.I. Joe’s is back at 
a new location!
A place where veterans and their families can go to talk and just unwind 
is just around the corner at Skinner’s Bypass. After leaving downtown 
Kinston and dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Florence, G.I. 
Joe’s “Living History” Museum is open again at 1165 Suite B, NC-11/55 
South. “There are very few communities of any size which has a facility 
that is open for all veterans and their families,” Salute! A Tribute to 
America’s Veterans and museum director Eric Cantu said. “I’ve realized 
that we need a place where our veterans can talk to each other.” Before 
Cantu and a museum full of veterans cut the ribbon, he reminded the 
community of the need for veterans to have a place to meet. “It’s not 
like in World War II or Korea where we had American Legion posts or 
VFW posts open where veterans could gather, talk and play games,” 
he said. Veterans now can walk freely into the museum, grab a cup of 
coffee and sit down to talk with their buddies. The Chamber would like 
to thank all of our veterans for what they have done for our country! 

Business After Hours 
at The Herritage 
Tuesday, March 5, at 5:30 p.m.
200 N. Herritage Street 

Young Professionals 
of Lenoir County 
YPLC Kickoff Brunch
Wednesday, March 6, from 
10-12pm
Upstairs at the Market
222 N. Herritage Street

BBQ Fest on 
the Neuse
Friday and Saturday, May 3 & 4
Downtown Kinston
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UpdateBusiness

PRESIDENT’S CLUB
These members choose to make a 
higher-level financial investment in 
the Chamber. The support of these 
businesses helps the Chamber 
realize its vision.

PLATINUM LEVEL MEMBER:
Crown Equipment Corporation 

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
Suddenlink by Altice
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
Allstate – Chris Humphrey Agency
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Copy Pro Inc. 
Data Group Technologies, Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
First Citizens Bank
GOECO/Daughety’s Office 
Equipment
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Judy O. Jones – State Farm Insurance 
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Sale Auto Mall
Spirit AeroSystems
State Employee’s Credit Union – 
Kinston 
Union Bank
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Welcome three  
of our newest  
Chamber Members! 

Red ribbons, gold shovels and magical plans for Queen Street 
The community filled the Kinston Music Park Tuesday, Feb. 12, to kick off the Queen Street Streetscape. Not only was 
the ribbon cut, but city councilmembers and others picked up gold shovels during the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Magic Mile. “The Magic Mile has constantly been reminded to me of its heyday and its vibrancy,” Pride of Kinston Director 
Leon Steele said. “And they keep saying, ‘bring back the magic,’ and ‘the magic has died.’ I don’t think the magic has died. 
I just think it went on pilot light or something.” Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon reminded the community of some of 
Kinston’s slogans. She named off “Kinston We’re on the Move” and “The Best is Yet to Come” before announcing the 
best is now. The construction began this month by Stewart Engineering and Charles Hughes Construction at the music 
park and will add angled parking to the street and place different threes on the sidewalks. Mayor Don Hardy encouraged 
everyone to continue believing in the Magic Mile. “When something seems impossible and something is achieved, it 
never would have happened if we didn’t all believe.”

Natosha Graham, owner of 
Exquisite Events Wedding 
and Event Planning, LLC, 

was planning her own wedding one 
day when she realized she wants 
to help you plan yours. Exquisite 
Events is a full-planning wedding 
and event service that will help you 
plan your big day or a special event.

(252) 624-9673 
www.exquisiteeventsnc.com 

Serenite Modern Apothecary offers a 
variety of natural products designed 
to bring a physical and emotional 
balance. Products include CBD 
tinctures, creams and edibles as 
well as artisan crafted soaps, body 
scrubs, candles, honeys and teas. 

118 W. North Street, Suite B 
(252) 520-6707 
www.serenitemodernapothecary.com 

Enjoy monthly brunches, grab-
and-go food and gifts Upstairs at 
the Market with on-site catering 
for wedding parties, business 
meetings and other events. 

222 N. Herritage Street 
(252) 521-3796 
Facebook: @upstairsatthemarket 


