
will have great 
service, too,” 
Parks said. The 
emotions and 
memories still 
lingered, but 
soon happiness 
and laughter 
erupted when 
Farm Bureau 
President Alton 
Roberson 
finally cut the 
ribbon. He held 
the Chamber 
scissors 
patiently until 
the Farm Bureau family yelled, while 
smiling, for him to cut it. He did and 
the people in attendance could not 
hold back the laughter. To meet the 
amazing staff and to speak to them 
about your insurance needs, call the 
agency at 252-522-3911.

Chamber Members learn 
the history of Hawk’s 
Nest Café 
Tacos and desserts lined the historic 
and original counter top at Hawk’s 
Nest Café and General Store. Though 
the delicious food put smiles on the 
faces of Chamber Members Thursday, 

June 21, during Business After Hours, 
the words of owner Judy Johnson 
captured their minds. “This building 
was built around 1921,” she said of 
Hawk’s Nest’s location at 100 S. Queen 
Street. “It was historically a drug store. 
In 1949, they put in this original lunch 
counter and the original bar stools.” 
Judy said the owner bought the stools 
for $9 each in 1949. She said the 

owner during that time also invited 
anyone into the store. “It was the first 
eatery to employ African Americans 
to work behind the counter,” she said. 
Hawk’s Nest was eventually added 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places. After Judy told the history 
of the building, Chamber Members 
headed back to the counter for more 
tacos and sweets. 
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UpdateBusiness

PRESIDENT’S CLUB 
These members choose to make a 
higher-level financial investment in 
the Chamber. The support of these 
businesses helps the Chamber 
realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
Allstate – Chris Humphrey 
Agency
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
First Citizens Bank
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife

Kinston-Lenoir County  
Chamber of Commerce
301 N. Queen Street
Kinston, NC 28502
P.O. Box 157
Phone: 252-527-1131
Fax: 252-527-1914
Email: info@kinstonchamber.com
www.kinstonchamber.com
www.facebook.com/
kinstonchamber

Business After Hours at 
Precision Eye Care
Monday, July 16, at 
5:30 p.m.
2502 N. Herritage 
Street

Ribbon Cutting with 
the Lenoir County 
Cooperative 
Extension
Thursday, July 26, at 
11 a.m.
1791 Hwy. 11/55

Lenoir County Education 
Foundation Golf 
Tournament
Thursday, 
September 13
Kinston Country 
Club

ENC Food, 
Brew ‘n 
Que Fest
Saturday, October 
20, from 11 to 7 p.m.
Pearson Park

Young Professionals of 
Lenoir County events:

YPLC Summer Social 
and SPCA Donation 
Collection at North 
Street Burger Bar & Grill
Thursday, July 19, at 5:30 p.m.
603 E. New Bern Road

Lunch at Olympian
Friday, July 20, at noon
601 W. Vernon Ave. 

First Friday at Mother 
Earth Brewery
Friday, August 3, at 5 p.m.
127 W. North Street

New residents find Kinston to be 
‘peaceful’ and ‘delightful’

Rebon Blanchard walks 
outside his new house 
in Kinston and sees 
a peaceful town. Joy 
Shortell drives up 

to her new home after visiting 
downtown Kinston and knows her 
neighborhood is absolutely delight-
ful. “My neighborhood is charming 
and delightful,” Joy said. She and 
her husband, Will Hitchcock, 
moved here from Wilmington after 
living there for 14 years. She no 
longer lives right near the beach, 
but she doesn’t mind driving from 
her “charming” neighborhood to 
Atlantic Beach. As she enjoys the 
beach, she loves the restaurants in 
downtown Kinston and, obviously, 
her new neighborhood. Rebon, the 
owner of God Gear International 
screen printing, moved here from 
Denver, CO to help his mother. 
“Kinston is peaceful,” he said as he 
received his Red Carpet gift cards 
and discounts for being a new resi-

dent. Rebon enjoys his church, art, 
music and sports. The Chamber’s 
Red Carpet Program welcomes 
newcomers moving into Lenoir 
County by giving them a gift-card 
package that contains over 30 
business give-a-ways and discount 

Commissioner Cherie 
Berry lifts people’s 
spirits with laughter 
and awards
North Carolina Department of Labor 
Commissioner Cherie Berry told a 
funny story, made people laugh and 
then awarded them for their years 
of safety. Company owners and 
staff perused their Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of Commerce 
program for the 2018 Safety Awards 
held Wednesday, June 13, at Olivia’s 
Catering. They turned it over to 
see a company that has earned an 
award for 3 million hours of safety 
in the workplace. After NCDOL 
Safety Awards Coordinator, Eursula 
Joyner, called up Fleet Readiness 

Center East to receive the 3-million 
hour award, she then surprised the 
crowd. No other award followed 
Fleet Readiness on the program, 
but Joyner called out Electrolux 
for having 5 million hours of 
safety in the workplace. Electrolux 
representatives held the plaque and 
stood with Commissioner Berry for 
a photo.  Commissioner Berry held 
her eyes wide open and showed 
a huge smile for each photo with 
the companies. Several Chamber 
Members won awards for years of 
safety: MasterBrand Cabinets, Lions 
Industries for the Blind, Inc., DuPont, 
Blue Mountain Flavors and Crown 
Equipment. Congratulations to each 
company for winning an award for 
years of safety in the workplace! 

Joy Shortell Rebon Blanchard

offers from some of the county’s 
finest businesses. If you are a 
new resident to Lenoir County, 
and if you want to be included 
in the Red Carpet Program, con-
tact Chamber president Laura 
Lee Sylvester at 252-527-1131.

Insurance agency 
reopens after floods 
from Hurricane Matthew
Emotions, memories, happiness and 
laughter ran throughout the crowd 
when Farm Bureau cut the red ribbon. 
After flooding a third time, the Lenoir 
County Farm Bureau rebuilt at 1386 
U.S. 258 on higher ground to serve the 
community and local farmers. Agency 
Manager Jimmy Parks remembered 
clearly when the waters rose from 
Hurricane Matthew’s aftermath in 
2016. But as he thought about the 
damage from Matthew, he couldn’t 
help but look at the faces Tuesday, 
June 12, of those who helped keep 
Farm Bureau up and running in Lenoir 
County. He announced the names 
of his staff and the customer service 
representatives who work with the 
community on the frontlines. “Any 
Farm Bureau with a great CSR staff 


