
Surrounded by hitches, taillights, mud 
flaps and the wonderful smell of ENC 
BBQ – Chamber Members networked 
during Business After Hours at Capps 
Trailers. And though members shared 
ideas and business cards among each 
other in person Thursday, March 22, 
at 5557 U.S. Hwy 70 in Dover, Capps 
Trailers owner Jim Capps asked 

businesses to share 
social media posts 
to help grow local 
companies. “Please 
like our Facebook 
page, CappsTrailers.
com, and share it,” Jim 
said. “The big thing is 
sharing now.” He said 
sharing companies’ 
posts will help grow 
local businesses. 
“Don’t just share our 
Facebook page posts 
but everyone else’s in 

the community,” he said. “It helps us all 
grow. The biggest thing is we’re here for 
networking and to grow our companies.” 
Chamber Members listened as they 
searched for Jim’s company on Facebook 
to like it and share any posts. Members 
then partook in Pigs in Puppies and 
barbecue sandwiches provided by 

Kings Restaurant. Jim thanked Joe and 
Angie Hargitt and Kings for the BBQ, 
the Wilder Family and Piggly Wiggly for 
refreshments, and the community for 
supporting Capps Trailers. “I just want 
to recognize everybody that is here and 
thanks for being part of our business 
and those who trusted us to keep them 
rolling,” Jim said. “If we can do anything 
for you, let one of our crew members 
know and we’ll be glad to help you with 
whatever we can.” Before Chamber 
Members found out who would win 
door prizes including Capps Trailers 
shirts and hats, Chamber President 
Laura Lee Sylvester reiterated Jim Capps’ 
words on social media networking. 
“What Jim said about Facebook reminds 
me how very important it is to support 
each other,” she said. “And do what Jim 
said, and like their Facebook page and 
share, share, share.” 
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Brad Elmore and Jackie Elmore sat under 
a tent during a hot day at a softball 
game when they started talking to 
friends Chris Moore and Nicole Moore. 
As they watched their children hit fast 
balls and run bases, a conversation 
about a music video popped up. That’s 
right. A music video got the couples 
talking about forming a new restaurant 
downtown based on Tom Petty’s “Don’t 
Come Around Here No More” video. 
The bizarre video portrays the late Tom 
Petty dressed as the Mad Hatter from 
Disney’s “Alice in Wonderland,” and 
the couples chose to open none other 
than – The Mad Hatter. The co-owners 
of Sugar Hill Pizzeria, The Inside Scoop 
and The Market celebrated their newest 
restaurant’s opening and its Chamber 
membership with a ribbon cutting 
Tuesday, March 20, at 212 W. North 
Street with several community leaders 
and members. “First of all, I want to 
thank Jackie Elmore and Brad Elmore,” 
Chris said. “Without them none of this 
works.” Chris pointed to the artwork and 
pictures of bands such as Wide Spread 
Panic, Gov’t Mule, Alabama Shakes and 

more on the 
walls of the 
Mad Hatter. 
“If you walk in 
this place, it’s 
Brad Elmore,” 
Chris said. “Brad 
wanted to put 
his stamp on it 
and he did.” Past 
Chamber Chair Michael Dunn noticed 
the artwork on the walls, too, as he 
congratulated the couples on opening a 
unique restaurant in downtown Kinston. 
Clerk of Superior Court saw something 
else of the walls. She saw the Bananas 
in Wonderland written on the “Alice 
in Wonderland” themed chalkboard 
menu above the register. “We’re all mad 
here,” Stroud said. “It doesn’t look like 
we’re mad. We’re glad to be here. We’re 
happy for Brad, Jackie, Chris and Nicole.” 
Pride of Kinston Director Leon Steele 
saw the menu as well and encouraged 
the community to try the burgers, 
wraps and other delicious food at The 
Mad Hatter if they haven’t already. He 
then encouraged those who have to 

continue eating 
in downtown 
Kinston to 
support local 
businesses. 
“Take the word, 
‘impossible,’ 
out of your 
vocabulary,” Mayor Don Hardy said 
to the owners in regards to opening a 
restaurant. “It happened and now we’re 
here.” Here is right. The community took 
the time out of their busy days to come 
“here” to The Mad Hatter in downtown 
Kinston. And Brad, Jackie, Nicole and 
Chris invite anyone to come around 
“here.” “It started with a dream,” Chris 
said. “We’re excited about what’s going 
on down here.”

PRESIDENT’S CLUB 
These members choose to make a 
higher-level financial investment in 
the Chamber. The support of these 
businesses helps the Chamber 
realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
First Citizens Bank
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Business After Hours 
and Ribbon Cutting with 
Coastal Plains Livestock 
Show and Sale
Tuesday, April 3, at 5:30 p.m.
1791 Hwy. 11/55, Kinston

Wake Up Lenoir 
Breakfast
Thursday, April 12, at 7:30 a.m.
The Exchange at Hometowne

Ribbon Cutting with the 
Down East Wood Ducks 
Opening Day
Thursday, April 12, at 11 a.m.
Grainger Stadium 
You must pre-register at 
kinstonchamber.com

Business After Hours 
with the Down East 
Wood Ducks’ Mother 
Earth Pavilion on the 
Upper Deck
Tuesday, April 12, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Grainger Stadium

Ribbon Cutting with 
the Lenoir-Greene 
Partnership for Children 
Storywalk Opening
Thursday, April 19, at 11 a.m.
Pearson Park

BBQ Fest on the Neuse
Friday and 
Saturday, 
May 4-5
Award winning 
festival in 
Downtown 
Kinston. 
Largest whole 
hog BBQ 
cook-off in 
the Nation! Chopped BBQ, Beer, Wine, 
Arts and Crafts, Entertainment, and so 
much more! 

A ‘mad’ idea born at a softball game 
gives Kinston a new restaurant

welcomes newcomers moving into 
Lenoir County by giving them a 
gift-card package that contains over 
30 business give-a-ways and discount 
offers from some of the county’s finest 
businesses. If you are a new resident 
to Lenoir County, and if you want 
to be included in the Red Carpet 
Program, contact Chamber president 
Laura Lee Sylvester at 252-527-1131.

Lenoir 
County  
welcomes 
a new DJ

Jim Capps encourages Chamber Members to network on social media

Scott Crocker, Drew Nyman and Chamber 
President Laura Lee Sylvester

The following businesses 
have gone above and 
beyond as Chamber 

Champions to help their 
community through the Kinston-
Lenoir County Chamber of 
Commerce. Thank you for your 
support! If you would like to learn 
how your business can become a 
Chamber Champion, please call 
the Chamber at 252-527-1131. 

H2GO, LLC 
Art 105 
Crown Equipment Corp. 
Best Diamond Packaging, LLC 
Falling Creek Golf Course 
Harry H. Cummings, Inc. 
Harvey & Associates Family Dentistry 
Lenoir Community College 
State Farm Insurance – Judy O. Jones 
Kindred at Home Health Care 
First Citizens Bank & Trust Co. – Queen Street 
First Citizens Bank & Trust Co. – Plaza 

Drew Nyman and his 
wife Krista and his two 
children moved near 
Grifton from Emporia, 
Kansas in 2017. And 

they love it! “We really enjoy this 
part of North Carolina,” he said. 
“I appreciate that in small towns.” 
Drew is a field service representative 
for NFIB (National Federation of 
Independent Businesses), and he 
owns Druny Entertainment. “I DJ on 
the side,” he said. “I would like to be 
more involved wherever my kids are 
going to school.” Drew and his family 
have ventured downtown Kinston to 
see the Mother Earth Motor Lodge 
and buy seafood at Reynolds Seafood 
Co., and they look forward to eating 
at the many downtown restaurants. 
The Chamber’s Red Carpet Program 


