
Chamber members and the community 
walked into MNM Hair Spa and 
immediately stood in awe of the 
beautiful interior. From the quote 
“Hairstylists bring out the beauty 
in you” on the light gray wall to the 
barber’s pole in the corner behind 
reception to the paintings of combs, 
scissors and blow dryers throughout 
the salon and barbershop, MNM Hair 
Spa left the community speechless as 
the interior “spoke” to them. “Coming 
in here, it speaks to the excellence and 
what is possible,” City Councilmember 
Felicia Solomon said to the community 
Thursday, March 1, during the spa’s 
ribbon cutting. “Thank you for creating 
a family environment and thank you 
for giving us somewhere to go where 
we can be extremely proud of and 
that speaks to possibility.” The family 
environment Solomon spoke of referred 
to the two sisters and co-owners of 
MNM Hair Spa. Nikki Morilla and Monica 
Villanueva named their salon after the 
initials – their mother Milly Lantigua, 
Nikki and Monica. Their mother opened 
her salon 40 years ago in New Jersey, 
and after the sisters moved to Kinston, 
they eventually opened up a new 
location at 809 A Hardee Road to serve 
the entire community. “We didn’t want 

to serve one person,” 
Morilla said. “We 
wanted to serve a 
diverse community 
that we are anyway.” 
From coloring 
to highlighting 
to weaving and 
braiding and more, 
MNM Hair Spa has 
served Kinston for 
16 years with 41 
years of combined 
staff experience. “We’ve come a long 
way,” Villanueva said. “We started on 
Vernon Avenue and relocated about 
four doors down on Hardee Road 
and now here. Every time we moved 
we got better.” Solomon agreed, and 
she inspired the community with her 
words for the sisters and their staff. 
“This is truly a reflection of what you 
believe about people and what people 
deserve,” Solomon said. “This speaks 
to the excellence of what you want to 
give people.” She told the community 
how she has been going to the same 
hairstylist since 1993, but only one 
other hairstylist has cut her hair. “The 
only other person who has touched my 
hair since ’93 is Nikki,” Solomon said. 
Owner of the Beauty Box Salon and 

Chamber Chair Tonya Adams announced 
upcoming Chamber events before 
telling the sisters what she really wanted 
to talk about. “I want to talk to you 
afterwards because I want to talk to you 
about hair stuff,” Adams said. Solomon 
looked at the sisters and told them 
that women want to look beautiful, but 
Mayor Don Hardy jokingly interrupted 
that men do too. Solomon replied, “Not 
only do you cater and give life to women 
but to the men of our community.” Clerk 
of Superior Court Dawn G. Stroud stood 
in awe as she began to congratulate 
the sisters and their staff on MNM Hair 
Spa’s accomplishments. “Wow! This is 
gorgeous,” Stroud said. “I would never 
have expected from that side of the 
door to what you walk into in here. This 
is awesome!”  
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UpdateBusiness

It has been a long time coming for 
Genell Pridgen and her mother Sandra 
Garner. But the two finally saw their 
unique business open in mid-February 
and cut the ribbon later that month. 
Whiskey Pig Craft Butchery and Deli 
joined the several restaurants in 
downtown Kinston on February 13 and 
invited the community for its ribbon 
cutting Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 214 N. 
Herritage Street. “This is a great turnout 
for this great business,” Chamber 
Chairperson-elect Judy Jones said. 
“It’s so good to see them finally open 
and doing well. We wish them much 
success, and what a great addition to 
downtown?” Whiskey Pig offers the 
community various meats including 
sausage, rack of lamb, tenderloin and 
more, and a variety of cheeses. “This is a 
unique business because there’s nothing 
like this around,” Jones said. “We need to 
support it.” Pridgen and her mother have 
been working on Whiskey Pig for seven 
years, and with the death of Pridgen’s 

longtime business 
partner, the daughter-
mother owners 
had to prolong the 
opening. She said 
her partner loved Jim 
Beam whiskey and 
barbecue – providing 
the name, Whiskey 
Pig. “It’s been a long 
time since we’ve seen 
a real butcher shop in Kinston,” Pridgen 
said. Clerk of Superior Court Dawn G. 
Stroud admired the wooden tables and 
the pictures of farm animals on the walls. 
She then thought about the times she 
drove down Herritage Street, imagining 
what the inside of the store looked like. “I 
would drive by and see the sign,” Stroud 
said.  “It looked very interesting, and I just 
wondered what is in here. I’m glad to be 
here today to see the finished product.” 
City Councilmember Sammy Aiken 
thanked the owners for opening their 
business in downtown Kinston. He also 

placed Whiskey 
Pig in a very 
elite group. 
“Miss Pridgen, 
we welcome 
you and the 
Whiskey Pig Craft…and Butchery…and 
Deli,” he said. “That’s a lot to say for a 
barbecue sandwich.” The community 
laughed with Aiken before he praised 
Whiskey Pig’s arrival. “We’re glad you’re 
here, and we’re business friendly. You’re 
part of this smorgasbord we call the 
‘Taste of Kinston.’”

PRESIDENT’S CLUB 
These members choose to make a 
higher-level financial investment in 
the Chamber. The support of these 
businesses helps the Chamber 
realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
First Citizens Bank
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Ribbon 
Cutting with 
Mad Hatter
Tuesday, March 20, 
at 11 a.m.
212 W. North Street

Business After Hours 
with CappsTrailers
Thursday, March 22, from 5:30 
to 7 p.m.
5557 US-70, Dover

Business After Hours 
with Coastal Plains 
Livestock Show and 
Sale
Tuesday, April 3, at 5:30 p.m.
1791 Hwy. 11/55, Kinston

Ribbon Cutting with 
the Down East Wood 
Ducks Opening Day
Thursday, April 12, at 11 a.m.
Grainger Stadium

Business After Hours 
with the Down East 
Wood Ducks’ Mother 
Earth Pavilion on the 
Upper Deck
Tuesday, April 12, from 6 
to 7:30 p.m.
Grainger Stadium

Ribbon Cutting with 
the Lenoir-Greene 
Partnership for 
Children Storywalk 
Opening
Thursday, April 19, at 11 a.m.
Pearson Park

BBQ Fest on the Neuse
Friday and Saturday, May 4-5
Award winning festival in Downtown 
Kinston. Largest whole hog BBQ 
cook-off in the Nation! Chopped 
BBQ, Beer, Wine, Arts and Crafts, 
Entertainment, and so much more!

New business enters the  
‘Taste of Kinston’ smorgasbord

Over 30 young 
professionals braved the 
storm Tuesday night, 
March 1, for the 2018 
YP Kickoff. The Young 

Professionals of Lenoir County saw 
some new faces at The Exchange 
at Hometowne despite an earlier 
tornado watch and lingering heavy 
rain. Dressed in mainly rain coats, 
young professionals ages 21-39 shook 
hands, laughed and smiled as they 
got to know each and everyone in 
the room. Sherwin Williams Paint 
sales rep Stephen Griffin and his 
wife Jessica Griffin were some of 
the new faces who networked with 
current members while having great 
conversation, eating pizza, drinking 
craft beer and listening to music. 
Social House Vodka co-owner G 
Patel entered the Exchange to get 
out of the rain and visit other young 

professionals, and Justin Howard 
with Alsco made some new friends 
during the night. “What fun! Thank 
you to everyone who braved the 
rain,” YP Chair Kristy Harrell said. 
“It was such a pleasure to meet all of 
the new faces!” Some regular faces 
showed up as well. Amy Perry with 
Dunn & Dalton Architects spoke 
to other current members such as 
Jeremy Jones – who won the $130 
raffle provided by Chef & the Farmer 
– his wife Carmon Jones, Mayor 
Don Hardy and Nathan Perry. “I look 
forward to a great 2018!” Harrell said. 
She said the event wouldn’t have 
been possible without the young 
professionals who attended kickoff 
and the 2018 YP steering committee 
who helped plan it. “I would like 
to give a special thanks to the YP 
steering committee members – Jon 
Clemmons, Cameron Beaman, 

Sallie Shepherd, Lindsey Drew, 
Seraphim Smith, Brandon Davis and 
Erin Passailaigue – for helping me 
organize this event,” Harrell said. 
“And congratulations to Jeremy Jones 
for winning the raffle. Enjoy!”

And it definitely couldn’t have 
happened without some of the 
local businesses! 

The Young Professionals of 
Lenoir County would like to thank 
The Exchange at Hometowne for 
allowing new and current YPs to 
have a place for networking. Thank 
you to Chef & the Farmer for the 
raffle and to Mother Earth Brewery, 
Sugar Hill Pizzeria and Hampton Inn 
of Kinston for being event sponsors. 
Once again, the YPs would like to 
give a special thanks to the new faces 
and current members for making the 
2018 YP Kickoff a great one. This is 
going to be a year to remember!

Young Professionals  
kick off 2018 with some new faces

Two sisters invite the community  
into their newly remodeled spa


