
WoodmenLife’s hallway was lined with 
Chamber members who enjoyed wine, 
cheese and laughter during Business 
After Hours. But those members quickly 
entered the conference room at the end 
of the hall to hear from WoodmenLife 
Recruiting Sales Manager Rob Jernigan 
– and find out what the lapel pin on 
his coat represents. “It means we did 
a top notch job in helping serve the 
people in the community,” Jernigan said 
to Chamber Members, Tuesday, Feb. 
20, at 2602 W. Vernon Ave. His and the 
WoodmenLife insurance representatives 
earned the WoodmenLife President’s 
Club pin and a trip to Italy in 2015. “My 
wife was very interested in making sure 
we accomplished that,” he said, sparking 
laughter throughout the conference 
room.  Jernigan said the WoodmenLife 
NC East Chapter 46 has been number 
one for 39 out of 40 years. “Little ol’ 
eastern North Carolina has been number 
one all this time,” he said. Jernigan 
said the area of Lenoir, Pitt, Jones and 
Craven Counties finished 13th in the 
nation among WoodmenLife Insurance 
Centers. WoodmenLife offers people of 
Lenoir County life insurance, personal 
disability income insurance, long term 
care insurance, Medicare supplements 
insurance and more. Jernigan is happy 
what Lenoir County has done for people 
as he has witnessed it for a year and a 

half after returning to Kinston. “I lived 
in Kinston in 97, 98, 99,” he said. “The 
people here are amazing. I’ve lived all 
over the state. They were amazing 
then and they are amazing now.” 
Chamber President Laura Lee Sylvester 
asked Chamber Chairperson-elect 
Judy Jones to say some things about 
WoodmenLife. “We do appreciate 
WoodmenLife and all of your 
associates for everything you do for 
the community and the families,” she 
said. “We are appreciative of that.” After 

Chamber members listened to the 
benefits of WoodmenLife, they had the 
chance win prizes. Margaret Williams 
won money, but handed it back to 
President Sylvester to go towards the 
Lenoir County Education Foundation. 
Jon Clemmons won a hat and Jacques 
Passailaigue won an umbrella. Jernigan 
looked at the smiling faces of people in 
Kinston at the WoodmenLife Insurance 
Center. “There’s something different 
about Lenoir County,” he said. “There’s 
something special about this place.”
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James Soula knew he wanted to go 
south from Ohio. He pulled out an old 
map of the country, closed his eyes and 
put his finger to the map. He opened his 
eyes to see his finger touching Lenoir 
County. “The size of the print on the 
map was narrow, but I kept coming back 
to Kinston,” James said. “I had never 
been here before.” He and his wife 
Carla Soula packed up their things and 
drove to North Carolina to Kinston. The 
Soulas joined the Chamber’s Red Carpet 
Program to receive more information 

about their new town and coupons and 
discounts they can use at local Chamber 
businesses. But the couple did not join 
alone. They sat around the “living room” 
of the Chamber (nice chairs and a lovely 
couch) with Pat Rivard, Melissa Welch, 
and Kenneth and Melissa Williams. Pat 
moved to Pink Hill from Connecticut 
to be near her two sons. She said she 
loves crocheting, and that topic started a 
conversation with another lover of yarn, 
thread and needles – and with a family 
from Pat’s neck of the woods. Melissa 

Williams and 
her husband 
Kenneth moved 
here from 
Connecticut 
as well, and 
Melissa shared with Pat her love of 
knitting, while Kenneth talked to Chamber 
marketing coordinator Brandon Davis 
about sports. As the knitting conversation 
continued between Melissa and Pat, 
another new resident – Melissa Welch – 
spoke to Chamber President Laura Lee 
Sylvester about her love of collecting sea 
shells on the beach. Not only does she 
enjoy finding interesting sea shells, she 
also enjoys lighthouses and shopping. 
She and her husband Curtis Welch moved 
to Kinston from Oklahoma for Curtis to 
work for Spirit Aerosystems. Though 
each family moved to Lenoir County for 
different reasons – and had different 
methods of making their decision – each 
family spoke highly of the people they 
have met so far and the places they have 
been. Carla looked at her husband and 
was glad he placed his finger on Lenoir 
County. “I’m so glad we moved here.”
The Chamber’s Red Carpet Program 
welcomes newcomers moving into 
Lenoir County by giving them a gift-card 
package that contains over 30 business 
give-a-ways and discount offers from 
some of the county’s finest businesses. 
If you are a new resident to Lenoir 
County, and if you want to be included 
in the Red Carpet Program, contact 
Chamber president Laura Lee Sylvester 
at 252-527-1131.

PRESIDENT’S CLUB 
These members choose to make a 
higher-level financial investment in 
the Chamber. The support of these 
businesses helps the Chamber 
realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
First Citizens Bank
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Kick off 2018 with the 
Young Professionals of 
Lenoir County

Calling all Young 
Professionals ages 
21 to 39! Please 
join us for the 2018 
YP Kickoff Social 

Thursday, March 1, at The 
Exchange at Hometowne! This 
come-as-you-are social is a relaxed 
opportunity for you to meet our 
new officers, get a look at this 
year’s schedule of events, and 
plug in to our organization. Your 
involvement will make YPLC 
stand out for miles around. Pizza, 
beer and wine are included. Come 
see what the YPs are all about! 

The Young Professionals 
of Lenoir County would like 
to thank the event sponsors, 
Mother Earth Brewery, Sugar 
Hill Pizzeria and Hampton Inn 
of Kinston! 

Pat Rivard; Middle row: James and Carla Soula; Melissa Welch; and Melissa and 
Kenneth Williams; Back row: Chamber Business and Tourism VP Patrick Holmes 
and Chamber President Laura Lee Sylvester.

Ribbon Cutting with 
MNM Hair Spa
Thursday, March 1, at 
11 a.m.
Come see the 
completely renovated 
MNM Hair Spa, 
located at 809 A 
Hardee Road. The salon welcomes 
you to celebrate the re-opening with a 
ribbon cutting to experience the wide 
variety of services it has to offer. From 
coloring to highlighting to weaving and 
braiding, MNM Hair Spa has served 
Kinston for 16 years with 41 years of 
combined staff experience. 

2018 YP Kickoff at the 
Exchange at Hometowne
Thursday, March 1, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
121 W. Gordon Street

Ribbon Cutting with Mad 
Hatter
Tuesday, March 20, at 11 a.m.
212 W. North Street

Business After Hours 
with CappsTrailers
Thursday, March 22, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
5557 US-70, Dover

Business After Hours 
with Coastal Plaines 
Livestock Show and Sale
Tuesday, April 3, at 5:30 p.m.
1791 Hwy. 11/55, Kinston

Ribbon Cutting with the 
Down East Wood Ducks 
Opening Day
Thursday, April 12, at 11 a.m.
Grainger Stadium

Business After Hours 
with the Down East 
Wood Ducks’ Mother 
Earth Pavilion on the 
Upper Deck
Tuesday, April 12, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Grainger Stadium

Ribbon Cutting with 
the Lenoir-Greene 
Partnership for Children 
Storywalk Opening
Thursday, April 19, at 11 a.m.
Pearson Park

Four families join the Red Carpet Program on the same day

Chamber members got to hear how WoodmenLife supports the community


