
A couple and a pig celebrate their gift 
shop’s 15 years
Princess adorably oinked, slowly walked around her area and 
happily let her owner pick her up to meet the community. 
Many community members and leaders gathered inside M&D 
Gifts Thursday, Feb. 8, to celebrate the gift shop’s 15 years 
in Kinston. Owners Donnie and Misty Paderick thanked the 
community for joining them as Misty held up Princess. The 
nearly 2-year-old pot-bellied pig waited for Donnie to rub her 
head before he spoke to the community. She oinked, and he gladly petted her. “I want to thank everyone for coming out,” Donnie 
said. “This is our 15th anniversary. We started at the Plaza, and we started real small and we’ve just kind of grown and changed with 
the times.” The gift shop, located at 805 B Hardee Road, offers a wide variety of balloons, gift cards, wedding and baby gifts and 
books. Princess turned her head to look at the selection of big balloons M&D Gifts has for parties and other events. “Apparently, 
these big balloons are the thing,” Clerk of Superior Court Dawn G. Stroud said. Princess looked at Stroud as if to remind her that 
Princess is “the thing” around the gift shop. Chairperson Tonya Adams told the community that Misty adopted Princess from 
the Lenoir County Fair in 2016. Mayor Dontario Hardy petted Princess and posed with her for photos. After the owners cut the 
ribbon, the community perused the store for balloons, cards and books.  “We just thank you for being here and being available to 
everybody and everything that you do at the fair and different festivals,” Stroud said. “I hope you have 15 plus more years.”
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Chamber Members, 
business owners and 
community leaders 
saw only a smile on the 
face of the outgoing 

Chamber Chair – Michael Dunn. 
He thanked the crowd for attending 
the Chamber’s Annual Awards 
Presentation as he reflected on the 
past year. “First of all, I would like 
to thank the Chamber staff, the 
Board of Directors and members 
for allowing me to serve as your 
chairperson in 2017,” the owner 
of Dunn & Dalton Architects said 
Thursday, Jan. 25, at the Community 
Council for the Arts. “It was really 
an honor.” Dunn then called Beauty 
Box owner Tonya Adams to the stage, 
and he humbly handed over the 
gavel to Adams, the 2018 Chamber 
Chair. “It’s got your name on it,” he 
said. “Use it wisely.” Rather than 
immediately addressing the crowd 
on her vision as Chamber Chair, 
Adams told the crowd about Dunn’s 
accomplishments in 2017. Adams 
applauded Dunn for providing arts 

and his architecture in downtown 
Kinston, attending ribbon cuttings 
and Business After Hours – and 
laughing at Adams’ jokes. “I want 
to thank you for being the leader 
that you are in our community and 
to the Chamber,” she said to Dunn. 
Adams read her vision to the crowd, 
and said she will use social media to 
help the Chamber make an impact 
on the community. Before the 
Awards Presentation, the Chamber 
welcomed guests to attend Art 105 for 
cocktails and appetizers. Dunn and 
wife and owner of Art 105 Cynthia 
Dunn greeted guests before he would 
eventually walk to the arts council – 
and pass the gavel to Adams. After 
Adams received the gavel, the crowd 
turned their heads to the left and the 
right in anticipation of seeing who 
would become the 2017 Ambassador 
of the Year and the 2017 Citizen of the 
Year. 2014 Ambassador of the Year 
Jared Edwards stood at the podium 
to recognize the 2017 recipient. “The 
2017 recipient has committed her 
time as an exemplary Ambassador 

at each ribbon cutting, Business 
After Hours, festival and event,” he 
said. Heads turned. “She’s been an 
employee of Wells Fargo Bank for 15 
years, bringing her way from teller to 
branch manager.” Heads continued 
to turn, but only one smiled as she 
knew exactly who Edwards was 
referring to. Christa Davis won the 
2017 Ambassador of the Year. “I 
thank you all for the opportunity 
to serve the community,” Christa 
said. “It has been a great privilege 
to volunteer and to be part of 
Kinston.” Another award recipient 
had heads turning in anticipation. 
Danny Rice, President of Woodmen 
International, stood at the podium 
in front of a crowd. He listed the 
accomplishments of someone who 
has given 15 years to the United 
Way Lenoir/Greene as director, 
currently serves as an elder of 
her church and loves the French 
horn. Those accomplishments and 
more were about none other than 
June Cummings.  “I am absolutely 
overwhelmed,” she said as she 

‘Hopefully, we’ll be here 
another 50 years’ 
Fifty years seems like a long time, but 
Kinston Clinic Pharmacy owner Dempsey 
Hill has seen the past 50 go by quickly. Mr. 
Hill stood with his son Matthew Hill and 
his son-in-law and principal of South Lenoir High School Steve 
Saint-Amand Thursday, Feb. 1, outside the pharmacy in front of a 
crowd of supporters. Before Mr. Hill cut the ribbon to celebrate 
the past 50 years at the pharmacy’s location at 701 Doctors Drive 
Suite P. He hugged his wife Shelba and his daughter Miranda 
Hill Wiggins and thanked his family, his staff, the community and the faithful customers, and he made the crowd laugh with one more 
appreciation. “I like to thank the doctors for letting us hang around these 50 years,” he said. “Hopefully, we’ll be here another 50 years.” 
Matthew also thanked the community for joining them for a special occasion. “Thank you all so much for coming out,” Matthew said. 
“We are a little overwhelmed right now. We love you all like family, and we would do anything to help you.” Saint-Amand told Mr. Hill 
he follows his example as being the “oldest son-in-law” to Mr. Hill for the past 25 years.  Mayor Dontario Hardy, Chamber Chair Tonya 
Adams and Clerk of Superior Court Dawn G. Stroud spoke highly of the pharmacy and the family behind the pharmacy before the 
community ate hotdogs and drank Pepsi. “I could talk all day about this amazing family,” Stroud said. “Fifty years is just awesome.”
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PRESIDENT’S 
CLUB 
These members choose to 
make a higher-level financial 
investment in the Chamber. The 
support of these businesses helps 
the Chamber realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
First Citizens Bank
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Outgoing Chair Michael Dunn 
holds the gavel for the last time

stood at the podium and accepted 
the 2017 Citizen of the Year plaque 
from Rice. “Last year was probably 
one of the hardest years of my life, 
both personally and somewhat 
professionally.” She told the crowd 
how she received help from 24 
agencies after Hurricane Matthew 
hit Lenoir County in October of 
2016. “When Hurricane Matthew hit, 
I was blessed with a huge group of 
people who came together that first 
week after the storm hit,” she said. 
She then turned her focus to her 
family and friends. “I’ve been blessed 
with friends and family,” she said. 
“They have held my heart together 
this whole year.” Duke Energy 
Progress District Manager Mille 
Chalk then presented Cummings 
with the Duke Energy Citizenship 
and Service Award. Before the 2017 
Citizen of the Year was announced, 
another award recipient had heads 
turning in anticipation. The crowd 
saw another smile on Cummings’s 
face as she turned her attention to 
people who may not understand 
their full potential in Kinston. 
“Never say there’s nothing to do in 
Kinston,” she said. “Because if you 
feel that way, call me. I’ll show you a 
place to go, a place to be, a place to 
serve, and a place to help.”

The Chamber would like to thank the 
President’s Club Event Sponsors – 
Corporate Resources, CopyPro, Charles 
Hughes Construction, Lenoir Commu-
nity College and First Citizens Bank. The 
Chamber also thanks the Citizen of the 
Year Sponsor – Duke Energy Progress; 
Ambassador of the Year Sponsor – 
WoodmenLife; Alsco; Beauty Box/Leon 
Thomas; Brantley and Eugenia Briley; 
CIC Financial; Courtney Patterson; Dunn 
& Dalton; Field Controls; Jake A. Parrott 
Insurance; Judy Jones State Farm Insur-
ance; Lenoir Community College; Scott 
Crocker/W.A. Moore Insurance; Union 
Bank; and Molly Taylor. 

The Chamber gives its sincere thanks 
to all those who helped the Cham-
ber make the Awards Presentation 
special: Kings Restaurant, Reynolds 
Seafood, Social House Vodka, Susan 
Colomaio and Olivia’s Catering, Sandy 
Landis and the Community Council 
for the Arts, and Tammy Kelly and the 
Cooperative Extension. 

Business After Hours  
with WoodmenLife
Tuesday, Feb. 20, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Mark your calendar for another great 
Business After Hours networking event 
with WoodmenLife, located at 2602 W. 
Vernon Ave. Bring your business cards to 
register to win some great door prizes 
and cash to purchase 50/50 raffle tickets 
to support the Lenoir County Education 
Foundation. With a great team of local 
representatives, WoodmenLife can help 
you plan for the future.

Ribbon Cutting with 
Whiskey Pig Craft 
Butchery & Deli
Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 11 a.m.
214 N. Herritage St.

Ribbon Cutting with 
MNM Hair Spa
Thursday, March 1, at 11 a.m.
809-A Hardee Road

Business 
After 
Hours with 
CappsTrailers
Thursday, March 22,  
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

5557 US-70, Dover


