
107th Annual 
Awards 
Presentation
Thursday, Jan. 25, 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m.

Join us for the 107th Annual 
Awards Presentation at the 
Kinston Community Council 
for the Arts to hear the 
announcement of the 2017 
Citizen of the Year (sponsored 
by Duke Energy), the 2017 
Ambassador of the Year 
(sponsored by WoodmenLife), 
and the new Chamber Chair. 
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at Art 105 before 
the awards presentation at 
the arts council. Registration 
at kinstonchamber.com is 
ongoing today until noon.

Ribbon Cutting 
with Kinston Clinic 
Pharmacy
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 11 a.m.

Celebrate Kinston Clinic 
Pharmacy’s 50th anniversary 
with a ribbon cutting at 701 
Doctors Drive Suite P. Since 
1958 Kinston Clinic Pharmacy 
has served the Kinston-Lenoir 
County area, making sure each 
patient is always feeling their 
best.

Ribbon Cutting 
with M & D Gifts
Thursday, Feb. 8, at 11 a.m.

805 B Hardee Road 

Ribbon Cutting 
with Dr. Shaniqua 
McGraw
Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 11 a.m.

Dr. McGraw is a new family 
medicine practice located at 
701 Doctors Drive, Suite G in 
Kinston.  She is excited to offer 
her services to our community.  
Dr. McGraw is accepting new 
patients of all ages from 
newborn to elderly.  Join us 
to help UNC Family Medicine 
at Lenoir celebrate their 
newest physician. 
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UpdateBusiness

Eva Bruder sat in her 
car. She thought about 
the next chapter of her 
life in a new town. She 
then turned the key of 

her car and drove around Kinston 
after moving here in December 
from Maryland. She stopped at the 
DMV, an insurance company and 
finally the post office. Not knowing 
where to find more information 
about Kinston, Eva simply asked a 
post office employee. The employee 
directed her to the Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of Commerce 
where Eva met Chamber President 
Laura Lee Sylvester, joined the 
Red Carpet Program and received 
information about her new town 
– all in the same day. Eva said she 
was extremely thankful for the 

post office employee telling her 
about the Chamber. Just like Eva, 
Christine Trapp thought about her 
future in a new town. She walked 
into Pink Hill Elementary, looked 
at the facility, the teachers and the 
students – and quickly realized 
the school is where she wanted to 
teach. She and her husband Chris 
moved here on Christmas Day 
from Erie, Michigan. Christine 
teaches second grade, and Chris 
is a beekeeper and woodworker at 
their home. “Everyone is extremely 
friendly and so kind,” Christine 
said of the new people she and her 
husband have met in Kinston and 
Lenoir County. Eva and Christine 
both found what they were looking 
for, and so did Dr. Shaniqua 
McGraw. She and her husband Dr. 

PRESIDENT’S 
CLUB 
These members choose 
to make a higher-level 
financial investment in the 
Chamber. The support of 
these businesses helps the 
Chamber realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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A young optometrist 
receives nothing but 
respect from two 
experienced doctors
Dr. Morgan Graves watched and listened to two doctors who carry with them years of experi-
ence in the field of eye care. Though Dr. Dennis Michels opened Eastern Eye Associates in 1972, 
and Dr. Bruce Reece has been practicing for 32 years, the two praised the young doctor who 
joined Eastern Eye a mere seven months ago. “We welcome her and her assets and the knowl-
edge she has gained,” Dr. Reece said during a ribbon cutting Tuesday, Jan. 16, to celebrate their 
newest addition. The Pink Hill native is a 2012 graduate of North Carolina State University and a 
2017 graduate of Salus University in Pennsylvania. Pink Hill Mayor Carol Sykes reflected on her 
years of knowing the Graves family. “You won’t find a better family,” Sykes said. Clerk of Supe-
rior Court Dawn G. Stroud applauded Dr. Michels and Dr. Reese on their practice located 1007 
W. Vernon Ave. She then turned her attention to Dr. Graves. “We always talk about and hope 
our young people stay in the community,” Stroud said. “I’m so happy for all of you, especially for 
what Morgan has accomplished, and I know everyone is so proud of her.” Dr. Graves stood with 
her family and friends as she listened to the kind words from community leaders. She also took 
the time to think about her future as an optometrist working with two experienced doctors. “I 
want to thank everyone for being here,” Dr. Graves said. “And I’m excited about this next chapter 
with Dr. Reece and Dr. Michels.” 

GI Joe’s holds last Chamber event in current location
Sad news traveled through the crowd at GI Joe’s Military “Living History” Museum as owner and 
veteran Eric Cantu announced the museum’s final events. “This is our last Chamber event in this 
building,” Cantu said during Business After Hours on Jan. 11 at GI Joe’s, located at 211 N. Herritage 
St. “We have one more event in February, and it is in honor of Black History Month.” Though 
Chamber Members and veterans heard of the museum’s closing, they also heard Cantu talk 
about his search for a new location in Kinston. Cantu, Mike Tribula and other veterans opened 
the museum two years ago on Herritage Street to offer a place for veterans to meet and fel-
lowship. “I got my idea from seeing some of our veterans in this area, who seemed so often to 
be lost,” Cantu said. “They had no idea what to do because there was no veteran’s organization 
that was opened all day long.” Owner of the Beauty Box and the current Chamber Chair-elect, 
Tonya Adams, said she will remember the daily, morning welcoming from the veterans as her 
hair stylists arrived for work. “I’m tickled to be here tonight, and I’m excited because my place 
is two doors down,” Adams said. “Every morning we have a welcoming committee.” With the 
announcement of the museum’s closing, Chamber Members continued listen to local veterans, 
study the history within the building and watch an inspiring military film. Cantu looked at the 
Chamber Members and veterans who filled the museum on that night. He then reflected on his 
service in Kinston with the help of the GI Joe’s Museum. “I may not have been a good soldier, 
but I can be a good veteran.” 

Three women 
discover 
wonderful 
opportunities
in Kinston and Lenoir County

Michael McGraw moved from New 
Jersey, and she chose Kinston as 
the location of her new practice, 
UNC Family Medicine at Lenoir, in 
December. Her practice is located 
at 701 Doctors Drive Suite G in 
the same building as the UNC 
Orthopedics and Sports Medicine, 
where she provides medical care for 
children and adults. Dr. McGraw 
said she enjoys the culinary and 
theater arts, and she loves spending 
time with her husband and her 

7-month-old son Mekhi. The 
Chamber’s Red Carpet Program 
welcomes newcomers moving into 
Lenoir County by giving them a 
gift-card package that contains 
over 30 business give-a-ways and 
discount offers from some of the 
county’s finest businesses. If you are 
a new resident to Lenoir County, 
and if you want to be included in 
the Red Carpet Program, contact 
Chamber President Laura Lee 
Sylvester at 252-527-1131.

Chris and Christine Trapp Dr. Shaniqua 
McGraw

Eva Bruder


