
Business After 
Hours with GI Joe’s 
Military “Living 
History” Museum
Thursday, Jan. 11, 5:30 p.m.

The GI Joe’s Military “Living History” 
Museum invites Chamber members 
for a Business After Hours at the 
museum, located at 211 N. Herritage 
Street, for refreshments and the 
viewing of a military film. 

Registration 
Deadline for  107th 
Annual Awards 
Presentation
Monday, Jan. 15, at 5 p.m.

Go kinstonchamber.com to register 
for the Annual Awards Presentation 
at Kinston Community Council for 
the Arts where you will hear the 
announcement of the 2017 Citizen 
of the Year, the 2017 Ambassador 
of the Year and the new Chamber 
Chair. The cost is $45 per guest. 

Ribbon Cutting 
with Eastern Eye 
Associates
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 11 a.m.

Please join us for a ribbon cutting 
with Eastern Eye Associates at 
1007 W. Vernon Ave. to welcome 
Dr. Morgan Graves to the practice.

107th Annual Awards 
Presentation
Thursday, Jan. 25, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Join us for the 107th Annual Awards 
Presentation at the Kinston Com-
munity Council for the Arts to hear 
the announcement of the 2017 Citi-
zen of the Year (sponsored by Duke 
Energy), the 2017 Ambassador of 
the Year (sponsored by Woodmen-
Life), and the new Chamber Chair. 
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will be 
served from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Art 
105 before the awards presentation 
at the arts council. Don’t forget to 
register for this event at kinston-
chamber.com by January 15 at 5 p.m.

Ribbon Cutting 
with Kinston 
Clinic Pharmacy
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 11 a.m.

Celebrate Kinston Clinic Pharma-
cy’s 50th anniversary with a ribbon 
cutting at 701 Doctors Drive Suite 
P. Since 1958 Kinston Clinic Phar-
macy has served the Kinston-Le-
noir County area, making sure each 
patient is always feeling their best.
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UpdateBusiness

Raynart Mills wakes up 
in his bed, brushes his 
teeth at his bathroom 
sink, dresses in his 
bedroom before he walks 

to his front door. Raynart is home. 
Diagnosed with lung cancer, 57-year-
old Raynart greets an employee of 
Supreme Choice Healthcare at his 
house – instead of a hospital. “I was 
in a hospital, and I wasn’t supposed 

PRESIDENT’S 
CLUB 
These members choose 
to make a higher-level 
financial investment in the 
Chamber. The support of 
these businesses helps the 
Chamber realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Raynart Mills and Nikisha Williams

Raynart Mills

Home sweet home for 
Raynart Mills and others

in Greenville, New Bern, Wilson and 
Williamston. Employees cook, clean, 
remind clients of medication and 
check client’s blood pressure for 300 
adults aged 50 and up in their homes.  
“If I’m sick, I want to be home in 
my bed,” Nikisha said. “I don’t want 
to be in the hospital.” Nikisha said 
Supreme Choice prevents clients 
from being placed in long-term care 
or hospitals for a long period of time, 
where Raynart found himself over 
four years ago. Before Raynart rides 
with a Supreme Choice employee 

back to his house, he thinks about 
Nikisha and the people he has met 
through Supreme Choice Healthcare. 
“They’re beautiful people,” Raynart 
said. “They’re good to their clients. 
They give back.”

Eight veterans 
of Lenoir County 
honored during 
ribbon cutting
The names on the plaque were 
hidden. No one visiting could see 
them, but the veterans at GI Joe’s 
Military “Living History” Museum 
knew the names very well who 
would be honored. Eight Lenoir 
County veterans were honored Thursday, Dec. 21, at the museum during its ribbon cutting for their 
devotion to the county and Kinston. Before the cutting of the ribbon, Mike Tribula called out the 
names of the eight veterans and the year they were inducted: Marcellous “Jack” May (2007), Eric 
Cantu (2008) Theodore Lane “Ted” Sampley (2009), Ervin Thomas Wade (2010), Herman Hassell 
McLawhorn (2011), Willie Laughinghouse (2013), Joe Tyson (2015) and Ronnie Battle (2017). “It 
didn’t matter how many medals we won when we were in combat,” Mike Tribula said. “But it mat-
tered how much these veterans gave back this community of Lenoir County and Kinston.” Some 
of the veterans have passed away, but those remaining stood with Tribula to cut the ribbon and 
unveil the plaque. “After 17 years we finally got a plaque with their names on it,” Tribula said. “This 
shows that they were the keys to the veterans’ support in this community – eight guys that have 
given it all to Kinston.”

Greenbrier Landing opens its doors for new residents 
and a ribbon cutting

Take a ride down Doctors 
Drive where you will find an 
affordable apartment com-
plex at the end of the road. 
Don’t turn around but stop 
into see the new Greenbrier 
Landing low-income apart-
ments for adults 55 and over 
at 1000 Doctors Drive past 
the Kinston Clinic Pharmacy. 
Greenbrier cut the ribbon 
Thursday, Dec. 14, to show 
the community its 1 to 2-bed-
rooms, 61-unit apartment 
and tell about its positive 
impact on Kinston. Mayor 

Dontario Hardy, Chamber President Laura Lee Sylvester, Chamber Chair Michael Dunn and Clerk 
of Superior Court Dawn G. Stroud all thanked Greenbrier owner Frankie Pendergraph for opening 
the apartments in Kinston. “We can’t do any of this without everybody in this room,” Pendergraph 
said. “It takes three years, sometimes four years, to get to this point when we open our doors and 
welcome our residents.”

Leon Steele meets Chamber 
members
Chamber Members welcomed the new Pride 
of Kinston director Leon Steele to Kinston 
Tuesday, Dec. 12, during Business After Hours. 
Members gathered in the Chamber confer-
ence room and the surrounding areas of the 
Chamber to meet and network with Steele 
and other community members. Steele 
moved here over a month ago from Louisiana 
where he worked on revitalization projects. 
He now focuses his years of experience on 
his new home of Kinston. “Thank you to 
the Chamber for hosting this and to all who 
attended,” he said. “I’m excited to be here and look forward to us all bringing the magic back to 
Kinston. It’s time.”

to be here today,” Raynart said. 
“But I am.” He said the hospital 
he was at wanted to transfer him 
to a long-term care facility, but his 
cousin James Bryant intervened. 
“He said, ‘You need to try this place 
here, Supreme Choice Healthcare,’” 
Raynart said. Raynart joined the 
organization four years ago to 
receive home healthcare, where 
he met the founder of Supreme 
Choice, Nikisha Williams. “Raynart 
gives us motivation,” she said. 
Raynart is happy to motivate others 
and is excited Supreme Choice is 
located in his hometown. Supreme 
Choice opened eight years ago 
and became accredited by CARF 
in 2011, but Nikisha wanted more 
for her clients. “Let’s try the Joint 
Commission,” she said. “A lot of 
times Joint Commission only 
accredits hospitals, but we went 
through that whole process.”  
Supreme Choice received the Joint 
Commission accreditation for home 
healthcare in September of 2016. 
The healthcare service is located in 
Kinston at 1100 Hardee Road and 


