
Ribbon Cutting 
with GI Joe’s 
Museum/Salute!
Thursday, Dec. 21, at 11 a.m.

Join us for a ribbon cutting 
with GI Joe’s Museum/Salute 
to honor recipients of Lenoir 
County’s Veteran’s Hall of 
Fame. The ribbon cutting will 
take place at 211 N. Herritage 
Street, so don’t miss this 
great event!

Ribbon Cutting 
with Eastern 
Eye Associates
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 11 a.m.

Please join us for a ribbon 
cutting with Eastern Eye 
Associates at 1007 W. 
Vernon Ave. to welcome 
Dr. Morgan Graves to 
the practice.

Ribbon Cutting 
with Kinston 
Clinic Pharmacy
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 11 a.m.

Celebrate Kinston Clinic 
Pharmacy’s 50th anniversary 
with a ribbon cutting at 
701 Doctors Drive Suite P. 
Since 1958 Kinston Clinic 
Pharmacy has served the 
Kinston-Lenoir County area, 
making sure each patient is 
always feeling their best.
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UpdateBusiness

Sue N. Proctor read 
the names of previous 
Pinnacle of Achievement 
winners on the back of 
the program and waited 

for the newest winner to be 
announced. The director of S.A.F.E. 
in Lenoir County listened to the 
heartfelt words of Ann Brown 
Cherry about a woman dedicated 
to helping people in Kinston and 
in the county. Proctor continued 
to listen and wondered who would 
win – and then she heard her 
own name. Proctor won the 2017 
Pinnacle of Achievement award for 
her business excellence Thursday, 
Dec. 7, during Kinston Noon Rotary 
at Kings Restaurant. “I was totally 
clueless,” she said. “I had no earthly 
idea, but I was very honored to 
be among those women who have 
served this community so well.” 
Hosted by the Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
awards were given to recipients 
who demonstrate excellence as 
professionals or business owners. 
Chamber President Laura Lee 
Sylvester asked Rob Bizzell, owner 
of Realo Discount Drugs, to say 
a few words at the beginning of 
the awards presentation. Bizzell 
said he has an employee who has 
worked at Realo for almost 27 
years and he described her as the 
“glue” in his company. He then 
called up his longtime employee 
Theresa Heath Taylor to win the 
Administrative Professional of the 
Year. Greg Hannibal, director of the 
Small Business Center at Lenoir 
Community College, called Barbara 
Boudreaux to the podium to receive 
the Microenterprise Business of 
the Year award. Boudreaux is the 
owner of BB Apparel Alterations. 
President Sylvester asked Courtney 
Patterson to say a few words 
also, but to Mill Funeral Home 
owner Clemonte Mills’ surprise, 
Patterson called his name. Mills 
won Minority Business of the Year 
for his funeral home’s service in 
the community. Rotarians looked at 
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Small businesses received great recognition

their program and 
saw the next award 
would be for Small 
Business of the Year. 
Lenoir Community 
College President Dr. Rusty Hunt 
stood at the podium and described 
a company that went above and 
beyond to help Kinston during 
Hurricane Matthew. The recipients 
of the Small Business of the Year 
were Dexter Floyd and his son 
Greg Floyd, owners of Piggly 
Wiggly Fresh Buy. After Greg Floyd 
accepted the award, President 
Sylvester spoke to Rotarians and 
said this year’s Small Business 
awards would be a little different. 
Penny Blackburn and Angie Waters 
approached the podium, while 
their boss Joe Hargitt of Kings 
Restaurant sat in the back of the 
banquet room. Blackburn and 
Waters talked about a business 
that has served Eastern NC BBQ 
to the community for 81 years and 
to Hargitt’s surprise, she called 
him to the podium with his wife 
Angie Hargitt. Kings received Small 
Business of the Year also. Family 
and friends of winners hid in the 
connecting banquet room to hear 
and watch the winners win the 

award and to surprise them. After 
standing ovations for each award 
recipient, Ann Brown Cherry who 
won Pinnacle of Achievement in 
2016 walked to the front of the 
banquet room to announce the 
newest winner of the Pinnacle. 
“Our women in the community are 
willing to serve,” Proctor said. “We 
are all professional women, but we 
do want to help those in need in 
our community.” 

Jim Capps made the community laugh while 
his trailer company cut the ribbon 
It was hard to keep a straight face while Jim Capps kept the 
community laughing during CappsTrailers.com’s ribbon cutting in 
Dover Tuesday, Nov. 21. Before Capps told the story of his family’s 
trailer business and his new partners, Clerk of Superior Court 
Dawn G. Stroud spoke of a wife’s nightmare with a trailer on the 
road. “You’re somewhere and that’s when the tire goes flat or it’s 

dry-rotted and you didn’t know it,” she said. “Or your husband didn’t tell you and you’re 
beside the road to find a block in a ditch to hold the trailer up to get another tire.” Without a 
second to waste, Capps responded. “This sounds like personal experience,” he said.  Stroud 
then congratulated the trailer company on helping people broke down on the side of the 
road in Lenoir and Jones Counties. Capps thanked Stroud for her kind words and told the 
community he has 
partnered with 
BoatUS to provide 
Trailer Assist to 
customers. He 
and his staff and 
the community 
walked outside to 
cut the ribbon be-
tween two Capps 
Trailers trucks. 
As soon as Capps 
cut the ribbon, he 
gave a big smile 
for the cameras 
and the laughs 
erupted again.  

GroundBreakers 
Ministries cut the 
ribbon in their 
new location
GroundBreakers Ministries has 
helped teenagers find hope in a 
barn on Hill Farm Road and in a 
storefront at Vernon Park Mall. 
But the 9-year-old ministry cut 
the ribbon Thursday, Nov. 30, 
to celebrate their new location 
at 2600 W. Vernon Ave. beside 
the Woodmen Community 
Center, where they worship God 
and minister to young people. 

“We’ve seen God do some crazy, amazing things, especially in the lives of young people,” 
Apostle Sherri Ezzell said. “I promise that if we invest in the young people in Kinston-Lenoir 
County, God will take care of our own children.” She continued to tell stories of God’s work 
in the lives of teenagers. “Kids have been transformed just by showing them the power of 
God and what He can do in a life.”

1. Theresa Heath Taylor and Rob Bizzell

2. Joe Hargitt, Greg Floyd, Sue N. Proctor, 
Theresa Heath Taylor, Barbara Boudreaux 
and Clemonte Mills 

3. Penny Blackburn hugs Joe Hargitt

4. Courtney Patterson and Clemonte Mills

5. Past and current Pinnacle of Achievement 
winners pictured from left: Kay Harrell 
(1995), Frances Theodorakis (2000), 
Sue N. Proctor (2017), Judy Jones (2015), 
Debbie Chused (1992), Linda Rouse 
Sutton (2012), June Cummings (2001), 
Jan Parson (2013) and Ann Brown 
Cherry (2016)

1 2

3 4

5


