
Register for 
Wake-Up Lenoir
Today, Nov. 22, by 5 p.m.

Wake up, Lenoir County! Reserve 
your chance today to join County 
Manager Mike Jarman and City 
Manager Tony Sears for Wake-Up 
Lenoir. The 7:30 breakfast will be 
held at Olivia’s Catering Tuesday, 
Nov. 28, as city and county govern-
ment discuss local issues including 
public projects, community goals, 
local budgets and more. For more 
information and to register, visit 
kinstonchamber.com. 

Deadline for the 
Citizen of the Year 
Submissions
Monday, Nov. 27, at 5 p.m.

It’s time to consider and submit 
your nomination for Kinston-Le-
noir County’s 2017 Citizen of the 
Year. You may pick up a nomination 
form at the Chamber office, 301 
N. Queen Street or download an 
electronic version at kinstoncham-
ber.com. Nominations must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. on Monday, 
November 27th. The Citizen of the 
Year Award will be presented at 
the Kinston-Lenoir County Cham-
ber of Commerce Annual Banquet 
to be held on Thursday, January 25, 
2018. Be sure to add these dates to 
your calendar. Contact Laura Lee 
Sylvester at llsylvester@kinston-
chamber.com or 252-527-1131 if 
you need additional information.

Ribbon Cutting  with 
GroundBreakers 
Ministries
Thursday, Nov. 30, at 11 a.m.

Please join us for a ribbon cutting 
with GroundBreakers Ministries 
to celebrate their new location 
at 2600 W. Vernon Ave. Pastor 
Sherri Ezzell wants you to see 
what GroundBreakers has to offer 
in Kinston, and how the ministry 
affects the community in a great 
and positive way!
 
Business After Hours 
with new Pride 
Director Leon Steele
Tuesday, Dec. 12, at 5:30 p.m. 

Pride of Kinston has a new direc-
tor, and you are all welcome to 
join us for Business After Hours 
at the Chamber to meet Leon 
Steele. This meet and greet will 
provide you with refreshments 
and the opportunity to speak and 
network with the new director of 
Pride. 

Ribbon Cutting with 
Greenbrier Landing 
Apartments
Thursday, Dec. 14, at 11 a.m.

Celebrate our new member, 
Greenbrier Landing Apartments, 
with a ribbon cutting. Conveniently 
located on Doctors Drive, Green-
brier Landing offers affordable 1 
and 2 bedroom apartment homes 
for people 55 and over. Don’t miss 
this chance to eat refreshments 
and tour the brand new facility!

Business News and Information brought to you by  
The Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce

www.kinstonchamber.com

UpdateBusiness

Allie Cantu solved a 
crossword puzzle when 
she was 3 years old. She 
hasn’t stopped filling in 
the blanks of difficult 

words, and the years of completing 
crossword puzzles definitely paid off. 
Allie, a hairstylist at the Beauty Box, 
joined owner Tonya Adams, fellow 
hairstylist Tracy Underwood and 
writer Mike Parker Thursday, Nov. 9, 
at the Woodmen Community Center 
for the Lenoir County Education 
Foundation Adult Spelling Bee, and 
the quadruple threat won. After 
two rounds of tough words such as 
centrifugal, emollient, peripatetic, 
coiffure and more – six teams 
faced off in the third round – but it 
came down to one word, clepsydra. 
According to the American Heritage 
Dictionary, clepsydra is an ancient 
device that measured time by 
marking the regulated flow of water 
through a small opening. Allie 
said she knew clepsydra was “an 
ancient Greek, clock thingy,” but 
she did not know how to spell it. 
Neither did the other teams. Judges 
counted each remaining teams’ buy 
words (words bought to escape 
elimination) and three teams were 
selected for having the least amount 

PRESIDENT’S 
CLUB 
These members choose 
to make a higher-level 
financial investment in the 
Chamber. The support of 
these businesses helps the 
Chamber realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 
Marketing
Copy Pro Inc. 
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Tonya Adams, Mike Parker, Allie Cantu, Tracy Underwood

Clepsydra: 
an ancient Greek, 
clock ‘thingy’ 

of buy words. Beauty Box grabbed 
the $300 first-place prize by having 
purchased only three buy words. 
“Tracy Underwood and myself were 
mainly there for support. We tried, 
while Mike Parker and Allie Cantu 
did the brainstorming,” Tonya said. 
Allie did not want all the credit to go 
to her and Mike, and she was glad to 
have Tonya and Tracy on her team. 
“It was a team effort,” she said. “It 
was a lot of fun.” St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church nabbed second place, and 
South Lenoir High School left with 
third. Banks Elementary and The 
Bull Sport Talk 960 team took home 
the Spirit Award for creative outfits 
and team excitement though the 
majority of the teams pulled out 
the colorful table cloths, cardboard 

cutouts and wild clothes. The Lenoir 
County Education Foundation 
would like to thank all of the 30 
teams and team sponsors for helping 
provide mini grants for teachers and 
students, and the organization would 
also like to thank event sponsors: 
Woodmen Community Center, 
Chic-fil-A, Woodmen Life, Sale Auto 
Mall, Dunn & Dalton Architects, 
Food Lion and Lenoir Community 
College. Though there were tough 
words, the event proved to be 
amazing because of the volunteers, 
sponsors and especially the spellers!

Jazz, art and dancers made for a wonderful Business After Hours
Chamber Members gathered at the Community Council for the Arts Tuesday, Nov. 14, for an 
entertaining Business After Hours. From T.A.P.S. Jazz Ensemble to Stars Dance for the Arts 
couples to beautiful art on the walls, Business After Hours offered Chamber Members way 
more than they expected. Members stood around the jazz ensemble to take photos and 
sway to the music, while others studied art on the walls before couples in suits and black 
dresses walked down the stairs to be introduced as the Stars Dance for the Arts 2018. The 
Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce would like to thank Community Council for 
the Arts and Chamber Members for a fun-filled, artistic and musical night!

Supreme Choice 
Healthcare filled up a 
banquet room and cut 
the ribbon
Employees and supporters of 
Supreme Choice Healthcare left no 
seat empty in the Kings Restaurant 
banquet room Saturday, Nov. 18, 
for an awards ceremony and ribbon 
cutting. Glass awards sat on a table 
beside an entertaining band that played music for the hundreds of people before Supreme 
Choice founder and CEO Nikisha Williams thanked everyone for attending the ceremony 
and supporting Supreme Choice’s eight years in Kinston. Supreme Choice provides services 
for those with developmental disabilities. Nikisha and Clerk of Superior Court Dawn G. 
Stroud stood with others as they both cut the ribbon to represent Supreme Choice as new 
members of the Chamber. Dawn G. Stroud said her line of work introduces her to people 
who need help for their family. “It is just wonderful to have all of you here and that families 
can keep their loved ones in their home.” 

Rev. Chris Jenkins 
read from Jeremiah 
chapter 29 and inspired 
the community
Chris Jenkins read inspiring scrip-
ture about escaping captivity and 
exclaimed an appropriate verse for 
the day, “Build houses and live in 
them,” on Sunday, Nov. 19. Jenkins, 
founder of Hope Restorations, Inc., 
started the organization to offer 

employment to those recovering from addiction and incarceration. One of the main jobs for 
those is renovating old homes in the community. Jenkins unveiled the Hope Restorations’ 
logo on the door of Queen Street United Methodist Church before he cut the ribbon to cele-
brate the organization’s new membership with the Chamber. Jenkins said Hope Restorations 
has partnered with Port Human Services, the Flynn Home, Vocational Rehabilitation and 
Lenoir Community College to find employment for those in recovery to renovate homes on 
Hawthorne Drive, Independence Street and more. “This is just what we’ve been able to think 
of so far,” Jenkins said. “Maybe you’re here today; maybe you’re the next part of the chapter.”

Hope Restorations, Inc.
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Welcome 
New Members


