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Hanks joins 
Chamber staff

» did you know?
Let the Chamber work for you

Is your business having an anniversary? 
Are you holding a special business event? 
Do you want to have the community visit 
your business?

If your answer to any of those questions 
is “yes,” then let your Kinston-Lenoir County 
Chamber of Commerce work for you! We 
will post your message on the Chamber’s 
Facebook page and Twitter account.

Also, we have kicked off videos for our 
members; check out the videos for The 
Beauty Box, Hometowne Exchange and 
Lovick’s Café on the Chamber’s Facebook 
page and on its website at kinstonchamber.
com. If you would like your business to be 
featured in a Chamber video, contact Bryan 
Hanks at bhanks@kinstonchamber.com.

As a member of the Kinston-Lenoir County 
Chamber of Commerce, these are some of 
your benefits – so take advantage of it!

Deadline for 2017 Adult 
Spelling Bee is coming 
soon

The 2017 Adult Spelling Bee is 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, at the Woodmen 
Community Center, 2602 W. Vernon 
Ave., Kinston. Boxed sandwiches will 
be provided by Chick-fil-A beginning 
at 4:30, along with registration. The 
competition starts at 5:30 p.m.

The Adult Spelling Bee is one of our 
funding sources for the Teacher Mini-
Grant program. Last year, the Chamber 
awarded more than $10,000 in mini-
grants – and our goal is to exceed that 
in 2017. To do that, we need 40 teams 
and your help!

We are looking for teams of four 
people that simply want to have fun 
and help us raise the money needed 
to support our schools, teachers and 
students.

Each team needs a $150 sponsor. 
Many local businesses are very willing 
to sponsor a team.

At the event, teams can purchase 
three “Buy Words” for $50; with each 
“Buy Word,” you can buy your way to 
the next word to stay in the competition 
when your team misspells a word.

For more information or a registration 
form, go to kinstonchamber.com. You 
can also contact Brandon Donaldson 
at the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce office by calling 252-
527-1131, Ext. 104, or by email at 
bdonaldson@kinstonchamber.com.  
Please turn in your team registration as 
soon as possible.

Bryan Hanks joined the Kinston-
Lenoir County Chamber of Com-
merce and Visit Kinston staff on 
Nov. 1 as the Marketing and Outreach 
Coordinator for both 
organizations.

He has lived in 
Kinston since 2002, 
when he joined The 
Free Press as its 
sports editor. He 
eventually was pro-
moted to managing 
editor and later be-
came the 13th editor in the 134-year 
history of the publication before leav-
ing the industry in August 2016. 

Since moving to Kinston, he has 
served on many committees and on 
the board of directors in several or-
ganizations, including the Kinston/
Lenoir County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, the Lenoir-Greene 
United Way, the North Carolina Press 
Association Membership Services 
committee, Kinston Teens and the 
Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of 
Commerce. He is a proud member of 
the Rotary Club of Kinston.

He is currently the president of 
the Kinston-Lenoir County Sports 
Hall of Fame, of which he was a 
founding member in 2003. Bryan has 
also served as a steering committee 
member of every one of the Freedom 
Classics and the NJCAA Division III 
World Series.

Bryan was named the 2015 Mentor 
of the Year by the Young Profession-
als of Lenoir County, one of the proud-
est honors in his life.

His goal is to show business own-
ers, city leaders and county leaders 
the advantages of being a member of 
the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce. You can reach him at 
252-527-1131, Ext. 102 or at bhanks@
kinstonchamber.com.

Sponsored by Sale Auto Mall, the Cham-
ber held a Business Before Hours on Nov. 
10 to celebrate the new Lenoir Community 
College president, Dr. Russell Hunt. 

LCC aspires to be the community college 
of choice for a diverse, local, regional and 
global community. A member of the North 
Carolina Community College System, 
LCC is a comprehensive two-year public 
institution. 

The college offers associate degrees, di-
plomas or certificates through educational 
programs in college transfer, business, in-
dustry, public services, health sciences and 

continuing education for the intellectual, 
economic, social and cultural development 
of students and the community.

Programs and support services are ac-
cessible through both traditional and dis-
tance learning options. Through its poli-
cies, procedures, and daily operations in 
the fulfillment of its mission, LCC strives 
to exemplify the following values:

• The worth and dignity of all people
• Honesty, integrity and excellence
• Exemplary teaching and effective 

learning
• Access and opportunity while maintain-

ing quality
• Skill preparation to work and live in a 

global economy
• Diversity in every aspect of its culture
• A systematic and inclusive approach to 

decision making
• Community partnerships
• Continuous growth and improvement for 

personal and professional development
For more information about Business 

After/Before Hours, contact Laura Lee 
Sylvester at 252-527-1131.

Everyone in Kinston and Lenoir County was invited to take part 
in the inaugural Twilight Tinsel Trail that helped raise money for 
flood victims throughout Lenoir County.

The kickoff event for the trail was Dec. 10 at Pearson Park, which 
included a special visit by the jolly old elf himself, Santa Claus! 
There was also caroling and other Christmas entertainment at the 
kickoff event.

Participants placed a special illuminated holiday display (for ex-
ample: a large tree, wagon or other item) on a designated space at 
Pearson Park, where it remained until after Christmas.

Residents and visitors to the park were able to judge the displays 
and cast their votes – at $1 per vote – via text message, QR code or 
by dropping their money off at the Chamber office.

The display that received the most votes won the title of the 
inaugural Twilight Tinsel Trail champion – and it was Mills 
International!

All money collected was donated to the Lenoir-Greene United 
Way, the official collection point for Hurricane Matthew disaster 
relief in Kinston and Lenoir County.

For more information about the Twilight Tinsel Trail, contact 
Bryan C. Hanks at 252-527-1131, Ext. 102, or at bhanks@kinston-
chamber.com.

A Business Before Hours was held Nov. 10 at Lenoir Community College to honor and celebrate the school’s new president, Dr. Russell Hunt.
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