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GOLD MEMBERS:  

COPY PRO INC. — DOWN EAST PROTECTION SYSTEMS — THE FREE PRESS  
 LENOIR MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

 
SILVER MEMBERS:  

BB&T — CHARLES HUGHES CONSTRUCTION — CHERRY ENERGY  
 COASTAL CONNECTIONS MARKETING— CORPORATE RESOURCES —  DUKE ENERGY   

 HARVEY FERTILIZER & GAS — HERRITAGE ELITE ESTATES — INFINITY NETWORK SERVICES   
KINSTON PUBLIC SERVICES/ELECTRICITIES  — LENOIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

 LIB GRAPHICS SOLUTIONS/LIONS INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND  — MINGES BOTTLING GROUP, INC.   
 PERRY MANAGEMENT, INC. —  SPIRIT AEROSYSTEMS  — WELLS FARGO  

 WEST PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES INC.   
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 WWW.VISITKINSTON.COM

Chamber membership has its ben-
efits — almost too many to mention. 
Here are two benefits that our mem-
bers enjoy.  

HOT DEALS: As part of your mem-
bership benefits, you can post hot 
deals, specials, programs, discounts, 
services, etc., on the Chamber web-
site’s Hot Deal section. To make it 
easy, we have created a short form 
for you to fill out and send to us. 

HOT JOBS: We’ll take care of post-
ing your job openings on our website 
for you. Just send us the information 
and we will copy and paste what you 
send to us. We will also post it on the 
Chamber’s Facebook page.

To learn more about how to be-
come a chamber member call 252-
527-1131.

Membership benefits

Shakeema Moore is this month’s Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce spotlight 
Ambassador. Submitted photo

Chamber 
leads the way

The 2016 Program of Work was 
presented at the Chamber’s annual 
meeting and is available online at 
kinstonchamber.com. The progress 
of the Lenoir 2020 community-lead-
ers committee this past year, along 
with board member and staff input 
resulted in a comprehensive plan for 
this coming year which continues to 
develop throughout the year.

A portion of this document will be 
presented in the next several Busi-
ness Update newsletters. Please con-
tact the chamber office if you have 
questions.

Governmental Affairs
Vice President of Governmental 

Affairs: Craig Hill, Lenoir County 
Commissioner   

Staff:  Laura Lee Sylvester, 
President

Governmental Affairs is responsi-
ble to the Board of Directors for activ-
ities and projects that address public 
policy issues that affect the business 
climate and business community of 
Kinston and Lenoir County.  In addi-
tion, these activities will inform the 
Chamber membership of identified 
public policy issues and solicit input 
from the Chamber membership in re-
gards to their own concerns.  

The Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee follows a procedure to identify 
and monitor issues relevant to Cham-
ber members.  Ongoing discussions 
with City, County and State officials 
will increase awareness and build 
relationships.  The goal is to work as 
partners for the betterment of our 
community.  

Special Projects include:
Wake-Up Lenoir series offering the •	

opportunity to dialogue with our City, 
County and State government officials 
and community leaders on topics rel-
evant to the business community.

Involvement in the NC Eastern Al-•	
liance Chamber Executives Legisla-
tive Agenda

Identification, education, and in-•	
volvement with local issues 

Increase support for public •	
education

Ongoing communication with •	
our State Representatives about 
legislative issues affecting our 
membership

Participation in the Lenoir County •	
Transportation Committee

By The Free Press
Shakeema Moore relocated to Lenoir Coun-

ty in 2002; while a resident in Kinston, she 
attended Lenoir Community College, where 
she completed her Adult High School Diploma 
and went on to further her education thereby 
obtaining an Associate’s degree in Medical 
Office Administration. 

As she worked throughout the community 
to provide for her family, she later attended 
University of Mount Olive where she com-
pleted her Bachelor of Science Administra-
tion degree in Healthcare Management.  She 
is currently pursuing her Master of Science 
Administration degree with a concentration 
in Leadership and Public Administration 
with Central Michigan University. 

Shakeema possesses a background in im-
pacting organizational performance through 
execution of financial management, business 
development, strategic planning and project 
management.  She has three years’ experi-
ence with pharmaceuticals and 10 years’ ex-
perience with healthcare.

Shakeema is a proud and active member 
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Incorporated, Rho 
Zeta Zeta Chapter in Greenville. She repre-
sents finer womanhood, scholarship, service, 
sisterhood and participates in giving back to 
her community, as well as others. She actively 
supports March for Babies, Elder Care Nurs-
ing Homes, St. Jude, Adopt‐A‐School, Stork’s 
Nest and Social Action Projects.

Shakeema was awarded 2016 One to Watch 
Award; therefore, she is eager and pleased 
to begin working alongside wonderful mem-
bers of the Kinston- Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce as an Ambassador.  She looks 
forward to learning new and exciting things 
from the members and looking forward to fu-
ture community projects. As well as working 
with the Young Professionals of Lenoir Coun-
ty, 2016 is off to a great start for Shakeema.

Shakeema also has a passion for being an 
advocate for young women who have expe-
rienced early childhood pregnancy, plan-
ning for prevention and hopes to one day 
collaborate with a great organization in her 
community.

Ribbon-cutting — STEM 
Center, Woodington Middle 
School

Thursday, 8:30 a.m.
Woodington Middle School, 4939 U.S. 258 

South, Kinston
Join the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 

of Commerce for a Ribbon Cutting for The 
STEM Center at Woodington Middle School, 
May 26th at 8:30am. 

This is a great advancement for STEM Edu-
cation in Lenoir County.  

The STEM Center adds considerable value 
to the school as a means to bring real-world 
relevancy to STEM courses.  

The learning modules or curriculum was 
derived from area employer input and pro-
vides hands-on live projects.  

We hope you will make plans to join us.

Business After Hours — 
Sherwin Williams’ 150th 
anniversary

Tuesday, June 7, 5:30 p.m.
1702 W. Vernon Ave., Kinston
Sherwin Williams is celebrating its 150th 

year as the “go-to” company for all your paint-
ing project needs. 

From contractors 
to do-it-yourselfers, 
Sherwin Williams 
friendly staff will 
provide you with 
the supplies and in-
formation you need 
to get the job done 
right. 

Join us and bring a friend for the Business 
After Hours June 7, starting at 5:30 to see what 
all they have to offer, and help them celebrate 
their 150th anniversary!

Ribbon-cutting — 
Perfecting Destiny Coaching 
Services

Wednesday, June 8
Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Com-

merce, 301 N. Queen St., Kinston
Please join us for a ribbon-cutting for Perfect-

ing Destiny Coaching Services on Wednesday, 
June 8, at the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce at 301 N. Queen St., Kinston.

Lillie S. Williams, CEO, has recently be-
come an independent Certified Life coach, 
Leadership Consultant and Speaker with the 
John Maxwell Team.  

As a retired educator and School Adminis-
trator with over 27 years of experience, Lil-
lie’s new career is still aligned with helping 
others to reach their desired goals and she 
is excited about the opportunity to assist in-
dividuals and organizations adopt behaviors 
that foster improvement, create sustainable 
growth, and uproot the roadblocks and ob-
stacles to their success! 

For more information about her services, go 
to perfectingdestiny.com.

upcoming ribbon-cuttings, business after hours events

» chamber in the 
news

Kinston Mayor B.J. Murphy and 
others attended the ribbon-cutting 
at the U.S. Cellular store at the Plaza 
Shopping Center on Wednesday, May 
18, to celebrate its grand reopening. 

The store has been renovated and 
they were excited to show everyone 
their new layout and design.

 U.S. Cellular offers wireless plans, 
phones and devices, plus accessories 
for home and car connectivity. Please 
visit them at 2405 North Herritage 
St., Suite E., in Kinston.

ribbon-
cutting at 
u.s. Cellular


