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www.kinstonchamber.com
» chamber at work

» red carpet program

welcome rachel and jay!

2016 Program
of Work
By The Free Press

The 2016 Program of Work was
presented at the Chamber’s annual
meeting and is available online at kinstonchamber.com. The progress of the
Lenoir 2020 community-leaders committee this past year, along with board
member and staff input resulted in
a comprehensive plan for this coming year which continues to develop
throughout the year.
A portion of this document will be
presented in the next several Business
Update newsletters. Please contact the
chamber office if you have questions.

Governmental affairs:

Rachel Durgin, left, and Jay Mead, middle, are greeted by Debbie Chused, Kinston/Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce Business and Tourism
committee member. Durgin and Mead received a Red Carpet welcome package. Submitted photo

Couple moves from Colorado into Lenoir County
By The Free Press

The Chamber likes to let you know about
all the people we welcomed as new Lenoir
County residents. The Kinston-Lenoir
County Chamber Commerce and the Red
Carpet Committee are pleased to introduce
you to Rachel Durgin and Jay Mead.
The Red Carpet Committee loves to prove
to our newcomers why Kinston and Lenoir
County is a great place to call home.
Rachel and Jay came from Lakewood,
Colorado. Jay was a former video profes-

sional and now works for Mother Earth
Brewing. He enjoys video games and home
brewing.
Rachel hopes to bring her skills as a
therapeutic and sports massage therapist
to Kinston.
Thanks to chamber member sponsoring
businesses each eligible newcomer receives
a Red Carpet Gift Card package valued at
over $1,000 turning new residents into lifetime customers. The program works hand
in hand with the Think Lenoir County (TLC)

project which supports local shopping and
encourages people to relocate here.
If you moved here from outside Lenoir
County and are interested in the program
or just want more information, please contact Laura Lee Sylvester at llsylvester@
kinstonchamber.com or 252-527-1131.
The Chamber is inviting new member
businesses to participate by offering gift
cards to new residents.
Please phone the chamber for details
today.

» chamber leads the way

Lenoir 2020 leading discussions on public safety
By The Free Press

The Chamber of Commerce leads
ongoing meetings in timely discussions. Lenoir 2020 is a large group
of community leaders who gather
regularly to prioritize our community’s needs and develop an action
plan to address those needs.
In 2015, the group identified education as the No. 1 area to explore.
Education speakers presented their
ideas for the group to consider.
In 2016, Public Safety is the topic
of discussion. At a recent meeting,
members from Kinston Department
of Public Safety presented their
ideas.
On April 7, the group will be hearing from the Lenoir County Sheriff’s Office.

» save the date

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS:
Coastal Plains Livestock
Show and Sale
March 29, 5:30-7 p.m.

» chamber updates

BBQ Festival news; ribbon-cutting today at Garriss Body Shop
By The Free Press

The Chamber of Commerce is
thrilled with the growing list of
sponsors for the BBQ Cook-off
Festival on the Neuse.
We greatly appreciate every
one of you for your financial and
in-kind support. Make sure you
check our website for a complete
list of sponsors so you can stop by
and thank them in person! If you
have not registered your business
as an event or cook team spon-

Vice President of Special Projects:
Craig Hill, Lenoir County Commissioner (chairman)
Staff: L aura L ee Sylvester,
President
Governmental Affairs is responsible
to the Board of Directors for activities
and projects that address public policy
issues that affect the business climate
and business community of Kinston
and Lenoir County. In addition, these
activities will inform the Chamber
membership of identified public policy
issues and solicit input from the Chamber membership in regards to their
own concerns.
The Governmental Affairs Committee follows a procedure to identify and
monitor issues relevant to Chamber
members. Ongoing discussions with
City, County and State officials will increase awareness and build relationships. The goal is to work as partners
for the betterment of our community.
Special Projects include:
• Wake-Up Lenoir series offering the
opportunity to dialogue with our City,
County and State government officials
and community leaders on topics relevant to the business community.
• Involvement in the NC Eastern Alliance Chamber Executives Legislative
Agenda
• Identification, education, and involvement with local issues
• Increase support for public
education
• Ongoing communication with our
State Representatives about legislative
issues affecting our membership
• Participation in the Lenoir County
Transportation Committee

sor, we still have plenty of slots
available. The Chamber is also
accepting vendor applications so
be sure to sign up now and get the
best spot!
The Sauce Boss competition is
back for its fourth illustrious year.
There are two divisions, professional and backyard. Whether
your sauce is retail worthy or too
good to label, bring it!
Get a second helping of our

Southern Sides competition hosted once again by Lenoir County’s
very own PBS star, Chef Vivian
Howard. The side dish competition is for most delicious coleslaw.
Bring your granny’s best and fill
our tummies!
If your sauce beats the pants off
your neighbor’s or your side dish
is the main event, get to our website, kinstonbbq.com, for rules and
registration. You can also request

more information by calling the
Kinston-Lenoir Chamber of Commerce at 252-527-1131.

Ribbon-cutting
celebration
Join us today at Garriss Body
Shop, 2883 Hull Road, in Kinston,
for a ribbon-cutting celebration.
The festivities kick off at 10
a.m.!
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Going once ... going twice ... SOLD!
Join us at the Coastal Plains Livestock
Show and Sale on Tuesday, March 29
for dinner and a sale!
Following the show is dinner and
a live auction. The children present
their animals in the auction, but not
for you to actually purchase. We sell
the animals ahead of time to a real
market, but the auction is for community
business owners to donate money to
these children to help them pay for their
expenses.
These animals are purchased and
raised by 4-H and FFA members and
their families.
We will feed you a complete BBQ
meal, cooked on site by the famous
David Mooring!
Dinner is at 6 p.m.; the auction is at 7.
See you there; we will have a bidding
paddle waiting for you!
This sounds like so much fun, bring
your coworkers!

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS:
Rita’s by the River
1303 S. Queen St. (enter off
U.S. 70)
April 14, 5:30-7 p.m.
Rita’s by the River provides Kinston
and surrounding communities with a
unique shopping experience.
At Rita’s, customers find antiques to
shabby chic and housewares to jewelry;
they try to have something for almost
everyone. It is their goal to provide
quality merchandise at reasonable
prices in a clean, friendly environment.
They are at 1303 South Queen Street,
but for now turn onto the gravel driveway
(Rita’s by the River Sign posted) across
from Hardee’s at the corner of South
Queen Street and U.S. 70. Give them a
call at 910.-581- 6505 or just stop by.

