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Business news and information brought to you by the Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce

www.kinstonchamber.com

» red carpet program

RIBBON-CUTTING: 
U.S. Cellular
4 p.m., Thursday, April 28
   Please make plans to join us for 
a ribbon-cutting at the U.S. Cellular 
store at the Plaza Shopping Center 
on Thursday, April 28 at 4 p.m., to 
celebrate their grand reopening. The 
store has been renovated and they are 
excited to show you the new layout and 
design. 
   U.S. Cellular offers wireless plans, 
phones and devices, plus accessories 
for home and car connectivity. Please 
join us for a ribbon-c¬utting and grand 
reopening at U.S. Cellular, 2405 North 
herritage St., Suite e., Kinston.

» save the date

welcome michelle, brian, amanda & jeff!
» bbq festival news

There are some new residents in Kinston and Lenoir County. Top left, Michelle Piper, left, receives her Red Carpet package from Deborah Hood. Top 
right, Jess Edwards, left, presents the package to Amanda and Brian Kaderavek. Below, Jeff Catlin, left and his mother, Jeanette Catlin, receives their 
package from Deborah Hood. Submitted photos

we’re calling 
all vendors!

» ribbon-cutting

chamber welcomes new Garriss body shop owner

By The Free Press
Are you interested in attending 

the largest BBQ Cook-off festival 
in North Carolina May 6-7, 2016 in 
Kinston?

As spring continues, we want to 
invite you to participate in the 2016 
BBQ Festival on the Neuse in Kinston. 
Vendors can participate both Friday, 
May 6 and Saturday, May 7, or choose 
to join us on Saturday only.

Each year, our festival activities 
and attendance grows. This year will 
be no exception with the very popular 
Southern Sides Competition hosted by 
Chef Vivian Howard, of the Chef and 
the Farmer and the PBS hit series A 
Chef’s Life.  

The fourth annual Sauce Boss 
competition will complement the 
35th annual Hog Happenin’ Cook 
Off with professional and back-yard 
competitors.  

Last year, our festival was host to 
more than 30,000 attendees.  

You can find festival details and 
vendor registration online at kinston-
bbq.com.

If you have questions, don’t hesitate 
to contact us at 252-527-1131.  

Ask for Brandon at extension 104.
Thank “Q” to all our BBQ Festival 

on the Neuse Event Sponsors.  If you 
are interested in being recognized as 
an event sponsor, it’s not too late to 
sign up. Contact Laura Lee Sylvester 
at 252-527-1131 for details.

» education news

jeans day 
is this friday

» business after hours — rita’s by the river

The Chamber recently had 
a Red Carpet welcome for our 
newest Lenoir County residents. 
The Kinston-Lenoir County 
Chamber Commerce and the 
Red Carpet Committee are 
pleased to welcome Michelle 
Piper, Brian and Amanda Kad-
ervavek, and Jeff Catlin and his 
mother Jeanette Catlin to our 
community.

The Red Carpet Committee 
loves to prove to our newcomers 
why Kinston and Lenoir County 
is a great place to call home. We 
are certainly ready to impress 
them with all the amazing ame-
nities, businesses and services 
that we have to offer with a dose 
of Southern hospitality!

Each new family has the op-
tion to be matched with a host 
family who will show them 
around the community, help 
them get acquainted with all we 
have to offer, and connect them 
to the information they need to 
get settled in their new home.

Michelle recently joined The 

Free Press staff, moving from 
Albuquerque, NM. Michelle 
loves the outdoors, reading and 
writing creatively.

Amanda and Brian, (and their 
dog, Jackson) come to Kinston 
from New Orleans to join The 
Chef & The Farmer as the 
chef.

Jeff is with North State Avia-
tion. He spent 40 years in the in-
dustry with Piedmont and U.S. 
Air before joining North State 
Aviation and moving to Kinston 
with his mother Jeannette.

Thanks to chamber member 
sponsoring businesses each 
eligible newcomer receives a 
Red Carpet Gift Card package 
valued at over $1,000 turning 
new residents into lifetime 
customers. If you moved here 
from outside Lenoir County in 
2016 and are interested in the 
program or just want more 
information, please contact 
Laura Lee Sylvester at llsyl-
vester@kinstonchamber.com 
or 252-527-1131.

m ayor bj murphy and lenoir county board of commissioners chairman craig hill were on hand at Garriss body shop to help 

welcome new owner Thomas edwards. Thomas is keeping everything the same; no changes to the name, the location and more 

important, no changes to the staff. The same great technicians are still delivering personalized service to each customer in a 

timely manner…just as they have for over 35 years. submitted photo

Rita and Terry are pic-
tured with all who enjoyed 
last week’s Business After 
Hours hosted by Rita’s on 
the River.

Rita’s by the River pro-
vides Kinston and sur-
rounding communities with 
a unique shopping experi-
ence.  At Rita’s, customers 
will find antiques to shabby 
chic and housewares to jew-
elry; they try to have some-
thing for almost everyone.   

It is their goal to provide 
quality merchandise at rea-
sonable prices in a clean, 
friendly environment.

They are located on 1303 
South Queen Street but for 
now turn onto the gravel 
driveway (Rita’s By The 
River Sign posted) across 
from Hardee’s at the cor-
ner of South Queen Street 
and Hwy 70. Give them a 
call at 910-581- 6505 or just 
stop by.

Employees can wear jeans to help sup-
port teachers on Friday, April 22.

The Lenoir County Education Founda-
tion is asking businesses, agencies and 
institutions across the county to encour-
age their employees to dress down in or-
der to build up the fund that finances a 
grant program for local teachers.

Friday, April 22, is JEANS Day – when 
employees will pay $5 to be able to wear 
jeans to work for the day. All proceeds 
from the fundraiser will go toward fund-
ing mini-grants for teachers in Lenoir 
County. (If your employees already wear 
jeans to work or unable to wear jeans in 
your office, perhaps they would still be 
interested in donating $5 on April 22.)

Fittingly, JEANS stands for Joint Ef-
fort for the Advancement of New ideas 
in Schools.

For years, the Education Foundation 
has awarded mini-grants to educators 
throughout Lenoir County as a way of 
improving education and encouraging 
new ideas in the classroom. Last year, 24 
mini-grants worth $10,307 went to teach-
ers at eight different schools.

Two fundraisers support the program: 
JEANS and the Adult Spelling Bee, 
which will be held in November. 

The fundraising goal for the one-day 
event is $5,000.

Participants for JEANS Day have 
already started signing up, including 
Chick-fil-A, Judy Jones State Farm, Le-
noir County Cooperative Extension, Le-
noir County Public Schools and Self Help 
Credit Union.

Businesses interested in supporting 
the Lenoir County Education Founda-
tion by taking part in JEANS Day can 
register by calling the Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of Commerce at 252-
527-1131 and indicating the number of 
employees who will be participating.  
Or you can email Laura Lee Sylvester 
at llsylvester@kinstonchamber.com.


