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UpdateBusiness

Margaret placed a 
clamp on a hose, 
and thoughts 
collected about 
her job. “I don’t 

want to stay home and get 
bored,” she said. She picked 
up another hose and slid it on 
a clamp. Since 1981, Margaret 
has built dishwasher parts for 
Electrolux at Neuse Enterprises, 
Inc. She knows she could have 
stayed home during those 
years, but as an adult with 
a developmental disability, 
Margaret shows up to work 
five days a week, six hours at a 
time. Neuse Enterprises formed 
almost 36 years ago to find work 
for adults with developmental 
disabilities. Leon Deans, 
executive director for Neuse 
Enterprises, joined the non-profit 
company in 1993 as production 
coordinator. He became director 
18 years later. Deans referred to 
the company, located at 3800 
Commerce Drive at the end of 
the road, as “one of the best 
kept secrets in Kinston.” “We’re 
a vital part of the community,” 
Deans said. “We are proud 
of what we do here. We are 
dedicated in helping consumers 
develop skills for competitive 
employment, independent living 
and community involvement.” 
Between 60 and 75 adults 
work for Neuse Enterprises, 

making parts for Electrolux, 
cleaning Grainger Stadium and 
performing various jobs at local 
businesses. Margaret, Gary, 
Sherwin and Jennifer became 
friends at Neuse Enterprises. 
They each use pliers to loosen 
clamps before putting them onto 
dishwasher hoses, while their 
other friend Claudia builds racks 
for dishwashers. “I get to see all 
my friends,” Sherwin said. He 
has worked at Neuse Enterprises 
for over 20 years. “I get to make 

Ribbon Cutting 
with S.A.F.E. in 
Lenoir County
Tuesday, July 18,  
at 11 a.m.

Please join us for a ribbon cutting with new 
member S.A.F.E. in Lenoir County for this 
ribbon-cutting ceremony, held at S.A.F.E.’s 
office at 208 Glenwood Ave. Board mem-
bers will be present to welcome you with 
refreshments and tell you a little bit about 
this organization. Stick around and mingle 
with other members and you’re sure to 
make some new contacts. So don’t forget 
your business cards! See you there.
 
Ribbon Cutting with Curtis 
Media Group
Thursday, July 20, at 11 a.m. 

Join us for a ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
Curtis Media Group at the Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of Commerce. Curtis 
Media Group welcomes the Beach Boogie 
and Blues broadcast radio station to the 
ceremony, and you’re invited to join to 
help get the party started.

Business After Hours at 
the CSS Neuse Civil War 
Interpretive Center
Tuesday, July 25, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

The Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce is happy to announce a 
Business After Hours the CSS Neuse 
Interpretive Center at 100 N Queen 
Street! Appetizers, wine and beer will be 
served along with a great presentation. 
Take a look around the museum and see 
the newest additions. While you’re here, 
register your child or grandchild for their 
upcoming summer camp or plan a field 
trip. You won’t be disappointed! Don’t 
forget your smile and a stack of business 
cards for this great networking event. 
Registration is not required, but it does 
help us keep track of attendance. Thank 
you for supporting your Chamber and 
our members!

Special Chamber Member 
Event at Grainger Stadium 
with the Down East 
Wood Ducks
Thursday, Aug. 10, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Break out your glove and ball cap and 
join the Down East Wood Ducks for a 
special Chamber Member event – exclu-
sive to Chamber members.  The Wood 
Ducks would like to thank our Chamber 
members for their support during and 
leading up to the 2017 season.  The 
inaugural season would have never 
been made possible without the support 
of our local chamber members.  Please 
join us for complimentary light ball park 
snacks and cold beverages (beer, soda 
and water) down the right field line once 
you arrive to the stadium. Please RSVP 
by calling the Chamber at 252-527-1131 
or go online to the Chamber’s event cal-
endar at kinstonchamber.com no later 
than 1 p.m. on Aug. 9, 2017.  If you do not 
already have tickets, please let us know 
in advance.  Tickets are specially marked 
$5 for this event for chamber members 
only.  You may pick up your wrist band 
and tickets at the Chamber table located 
at the main gate when you arrive to the 
stadium. Game time is 7 p.m. Thank you 
for your support and Go Wood Ducks! 

Business After Hours at 
the Kinston Music Park: 
A Celebration of African 
American Musical Heritage
Thursday, Aug. 17, at 5:30 p.m.

Corner of Spring Hill and South 
Queen Streets

ENC Food, Brew ‘n Que
Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from noon until 5 
p.m. at Pearson Park

The Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of 
Commerce and Spirit 
AeroSystems along 
with the Tourism 
Development Authority (Visit Kinston), 
Lenoir County Cooperative Extension, 
Lenoir County SPCA, The Free Press and 
WITN proudly presents the first ENC 
Food, Brew ‘n Que Fest. Visitors will be 
presented with an exciting array of things 
to see, do and taste while learning about 
services and products your business has 
to offer. Widely marketed, this festival 
is an excellent opportunity to connect 
with thousands of people from across 
the state in one afternoon. Vendors can 
now register at kinstonchamber.com. We 
would like to thank Spirit AeroSystems, 
Cricket Wireless, Sale Auto Mall, CopyPro 
Inc, and Eastern Radiologists Inc. for being 
sponsors!  Let us know if you would like to 
be an event sponsor.

Deadline for Survey is July 15 
Barbara LaRoque, marketing coordinator for UNC Lenoir Health Care, encourages people 
to complete the Lenoir County Community Health Assessment Survey. UNC Lenoir, the 
Lenoir County Health Department and the Kinston Community Health Center are conduct-
ing the county-wide health assessment to identify certain health problems in rural areas. 
Surveys will help the facilities improve the health of Lenoir County citizens. The survey 
should take 10 minutes to complete, and the survey must be completed no later than July 
15. Survey responses are anonymous. You can visit the above health facilities to complete 
the survey or complete the survey at kinstonchamber.com under the news briefs.

New Street Map and 
Resource Guide
 
The Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber 
of Commerce is pleased to be working 
with the cartographic and marketing 
firm of Target Marketing to publish a 
new, up-to-date, full-color Street Map 
and Resource Guide. This publication 
will be the only official map endorsed 
and distributed by the Kinston-Lenoir 
County Chamber of Commerce. 
Accurate, user-friendly maps are a 
popular item for our newcomers, 
potential commercial relocation 
candidates and even our lifelong 
residents. Street maps are a professional 
marketing piece and are in demand for 
residents and visitors of Kinston. Call 
the Chamber at 252-527-1131 about 
advertising on the new map.

more money,” Gary said. Pam 
Muller, operations manager, 
arrived at the company 
two years ago. She walked 
through the warehouse on 
her first day and watched 
what the consumers could do 
and build. “We take people 
that would normally be 
either walking the streets or 
sitting at home watching TV 
and give them a purpose,” 
she said. “And they are just 
absolutely amazing.” 

Chamber Reminder

PRESIDENT’S 
CLUB 
These members choose to 
make a higher-level financial 
investment in the Chamber. 
The support of these 
businesses helps the Chamber 
realize its vision.

GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS: 
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection 

Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

SILVER LEVEL MEMBERS:
BB&T
Charles Hughes Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections 

Marketing
Copy Pro Inc.  
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/

ElectriCities
Lenoir Community College
LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions 

Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical 

Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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Gary places 
a clamp on a 
dishwasher hose.


