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The BBQ
Festival on the
Neuse is three
weeks away!

City of Kinston heroes clean
Paramount Theatre alley

L

ast month, a group of
friends – who work
for Kinston-Lenoir
County Chamber of
Commerce members
Kinston Police Department and
Kinston Fire & Rescue – took
it upon themselves to clean up

the dilapidated alley behind
the Paramount Theatre in
downtown. The photos above
are representative of the before
and after look of the alley.
Armed with weed eaters, shovels
and other tools, the friends
cleaned up the alley in a little

Dance Expressions holds ribbon-cutting
Dance Expressions/Lovie Jane’s Boutique held its official ribbon-cutting at its 2609 W. Vernon Ave. location late last month.
Dozens of people – including Kinston Mayor B.J. Murphy and Lenoir
County Commissioner J. Mac Daughety and Lenoir County Clerk
of Court Dawn Stroud – were in attendance at the exciting event.
Dance Expressions/Lovie Jane’s Boutique offers a wide selection of dancewear, cheerwear and other clothing for all the people in your family. Call 252-527-8680 for more
information. (Photo by Bryan C. Hanks / Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce)

more than three hours. They
were, from left, Woody Spencer,
Bobby Knight, Alex Maness,
Keith Goyette, Kevin Devine,
Bo Hobbs, Brandon Wells and
Seth Harrison. (Photos courtesy
of Woody Spencer)

PRESI D ENT’S
CLUB
President’s Club members
President’s Club members
choose to make a higherlevel financial investment in
the Chamber. The support of
these businesses helps the
Chamber realize its vision.
GOLD LEVEL MEMBERS:
Copy Pro Inc.
Corporate Resources
Down East Protection
Systems
The Free Press
UNC Lenoir Health Care

Gov. Cooper visits Boy Scouts event
Extended cutline: Gov. Roy Cooper visited Kinston’s Woodmen Community Center on
March 22 in support of the East Carolina Council of the Boy Scouts for their annual
fund-raising drive. Cooper spoke to the hundreds in attendance about the importance of
the Boy Scouts in his own life and in the lives of the communities they serve. (Photo by
Bryan C. Hanks / Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce)

White & Allen hosts Business After Hours
Extended cutline: More than 100 people from around the community came to the Business After Hours at White & Allen, P.A., on March 28 to celebrate Kinston’s full-service
law firm that first opened its doors 90 years ago. The event, held at the firm’s office at
106 McLewean St., Kinston, brought folks in from all over the county and area. Find out
more about White & Allen, P.A., at whiteandallen.com. (Photo by Bryan C. Hanks / Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce)
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Charles Hughes
Construction
Cherry Energy
City of Kinston
Coastal Connections
Marketing
Down East Wood Ducks
Duke Energy
Harvey Fertilizer & Gas
Herritage Elite Estate
Infinity Network Services
Kinston Public Services/
ElectriCities
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LIB Graphic Solutions/Lions
Industries for the Blind
Minges Bottling Group, Inc.
Perry Management, Inc.
Spirit AeroSystems
Wells Fargo
West Pharmaceutical
Services, Inc.
WoodmenLife
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North Carolina’s largest
whole pig barbecue cook-off is
right around the corner as the
36th annual BBQ Festival on the
Neuse will take over Kinston on
May 5-6. More than 90 teams
will take part in the competition,
representing cookers from all over
the Southeastern United States
and beyond.
Although there will be winners
declared by judges in different
categories, the real winners are the
approximately 40,000 visitors to
the festival, who will feast on more
than 8,000 pounds of delicious
barbecue pork chopped, sauced
and seasoned just right by the best
cooks from throughout the South
– who stayed up all night to get
the tasty meat ready!
Tasty barbecue isn’t the only
awesome draw for visitors to
Lenoir County’s biggest annual
event – there are art exhibits, lots
of other food choices offered by
vendors and dozens of shopping
opportunities throughout the
streets of downtown Kinston.
In fact, the actual festival will
begin on Wednesday, May 3 and
Thursday, May 4 when a Plein
Art Show, amusement rides and
an “evening with the stars” event
at Mother Earth Brewing will
take place.
On Friday, May 5, there
will be a Burgers & Brew event
(sponsored by Mother Earth
Brewing, ERA Real Estate and
Kinston Realty Group), where
visitors can enjoy delicious handpattied burgers and Mother Earth
beverages. Along with that event,
patrons can visit the dozens of
vendors who will showing off their
wares, food offerings and services
throughout downtown Kinston.
The most important day of
the festival is on Saturday, May
6, when visitors can feast on the
barbecue that has made this event
one of the most popular in the
country! There will also be many
more events that day, including
live music and entertainment
on three stages, a cornhole
tournament, more art exhibits,
Civil War tours and much,
much more.
For more information about
the BBQ Festival on the Neuse,
call the Kinston-Lenoir County
Chamber of Commerce at 252-5271131 or visit kinstonbbq.com.

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS:
Caswell No. 1 Fire Station
and Museum
Date: April 20
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Address: 118 S. Queen St., Kinston
One of the most venerable buildings
in downtown – and the oldest museum – the Caswell No. 1 Fire Station and
Museum honors the memory of all the
heroes who have worn the fire fighter
uniform in this city’s history. Please join
us in celebration of those brave men
and women and have a good time at this
Business After Hours on April 20!

